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“This is the baffling feature of alcoholism as we know it--this utter inability to leave it alone no matter how
great the necessity or the wish.” Alcoholics Anonymous, p. 34. “The tremendous fact for every one of us is that we
have discovered a common solution.” Alcoholics Anonymous, p.14. Reprinted with permission from A.A.W.S.

Step 1
We admitted we were
powerless over alcohol-that
our lives had become
unmanageable.

Tradition 1
Our common welfare should
come first; personal recovery
depends upon AA unity.

Concept 1
Final responsibility and
ultimate authority for AA
World Services should always
reside in the collective
conscience of our whole
Fellowship.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
•
Thank you to everyone who contributed to Intergroup during this past
and momentous year. We value your support.
•
The Intergroup office will close early on December 31st, 2pm and remain
closed on Friday, January 1st for the New Year’s holiday. The phones will still
be answered by our Answering Service volunteers. We appreciate their
service.
•
Please remember to contact the Intergroup office with your meeting
listings and changes so we can keep the website up-to-date. We appreciate
you sharing these announcements with your A.A. contacts. It is as important
as ever that we stay connected!
•
The next intergroup meeting we be held on Monday, January 11th via
Zoom. Doors open at 7:30pm. The Intergroup meeting starts at 8pm. The
meeting ID is: 823 0552 8441 / Password: 414036
•
All monthly council, district, and committee meeting links and passwords
can be found on our website: https://baltimoreaa.org/other-meetingsevents/
•
The Intergroup office is staffed on a rotating basis with one
special worker in the office each day while the others work from home. We
continue to provide literature and chip orders for hallway pick-up, curb-side
pick-up, or shipment. It’s best to call before coming so we can have your
order ready for you: 410-663-1922 or order online via our website:
http://store.baltimoreaa.org/
•
The Answering Service is seeking volunteers for the waiting list. Please
contact the Intergroup office if you want to be a part of this vital service.
INSTITUTION COMMITTEE
•
The next Institution meetings will be held on Zoom on Friday, January
15th at 7pm. Waiting room opens at 6:45pm. We welcome anyone who is
interested in doing service work to come to the meeting. Meeting ID: 886
6629 3910/ Password: 229395
•
Speakers are needed! The Institution committee is looking for members
to speak at either Zoom or In-person Institution commitments. If you or your
homegroup is interested, please follow this link to let us know your
availability.

•

If you are a sponsor or co-sponsor and would like to be included in upcoming mailings, call Intergroup
with your email address.

INTERGROUP BOOKSTORE
• As a reminder, the Intergroup Bookstore is fully stocked and ready for your orders. Order by phone or
online and pick-up books at the office or curbside.
• Grapevine Daily Quote Book, with 365 inspiring passages from the pages pf AA Grapevine is now
available.
GROUP ANNIVERSARIES
• If your group is celebrating an anniversary of any length on Zoom or In Person, please let us know by
calling 410-663-1922 or send us an email at intergroup@baltimoreaa.org.
NEW MEETINGS/ OTHER GROUP INFO
• For all virtual meetings or meeting changes, please use this form: https://baltimoreaa.org/new-virtualmeeting-details/ .
• For all in-person meetings or meeting changes, please use this form: https://baltimoreaa.org/submit-inperson-meeting-update/ .
PHONE BUDDIES
• Want to do service work and are willing to talk on the phone? Consider becoming a phone buddy
with another member of AA who's having difficulty connecting at meetings. Call the office to volunteer:
410-663-1922
• Having trouble connecting with other alcoholics at virtual meetings? You are not alone! Call the office
and we'll connect you with a Phone Buddy: 410-663-1922. We're all in this together!
SPECIAL EVENTS-- See the enclosed Holiday Flyer with all holiday announcements!
• The Chip House is hosting a Christmas Alcathon and Dinner beginning at 11:30am on December 24th.
Meetings will run each hour. Following the last meeting a Christmas dinner buffet will be served. All
are welcome.
• District 18 is hosting a Christmas Alcathon beginning at 5pm on December 24th and will conclude at
5pm on Christmas Day. See flyer for details.
• District 36 is hosting a Christmas Alcathon beginning at 9pm on December 24th and will conclude at
9pm on Christmas Day. See flyer for details.
• District 19 is having a New Year’s Eve Alcathon, beginning at 4pm on December 31st and will conclude
after the midnight meeting. See flyer for details.
• Intergroup is hosting Back To Basics in four, virtual, one-hour workshops. Workshops will take place on
January 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th from 7-8pm; bring your own Big Book! See Flyer for details.
• District 18 will host an 11th Step workshop, Two Way Prayer on Sunday, January 24th from 1-3pm.
Speaker: Father Bill W. See Flyer for details
• The ConTra Study Group (presented by the Mustard Seed) will reconvene during all four Thursdays in
January and will be covering the Concepts. See Flyer for details
• Please call us at 410-663-1922 or email us at intergroup@baltimoreaa.org to let us know about your
special events or workshops. To learn about various celebrations, go to
https://baltimoreaa.org/upcoming-events/.

IN MEMORIUM
Thoughts and prayers go out to the friends and family of Elena K. of the Glen Burnie HOW Group, who
passed away on December 9th of natural causes.
• We extend our deepest condolences to Ferdinand B. at the loss of his father on December 1st. Ferd is a
member of the Glen Burnie HOW Group.
• To the many friends and family of Steve H., we send our condolences. Regretfully, Steve passed away
in December with almost 46 years of sobriety. He was a long-standing member of the Captain’s Table.
Memorial services will be held in 2021. Date and details to be announced.
• Steve Klein, a member of Hatch, recently passed. Our sympathy and prayers go out all who were near
and dear to him,
•

I am responsible….When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help,
I want the hand of A.A. always to be there. And for that: I am responsible.

BALTIMORE INTERGROUP COUNCIL OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

December MINUTES
December 14, 2020
Recorded Groups in Attendance
##Haven
ABC Group
Agnostics
Canton Wednesday Night
Captain's Table
Catonsville Beginners
Columbia Dawn Patrol
Common Solution
Cowenton
Eastside Early Risers
Fort Smallwood Friday Night Step
Free to Be Me Women’s
Genesis Women
Glen Burnie HOW Group
Glen Gardens
Hopkins
How It Works
Irvington
Old Otterbein Group
One Big Tent
Out of the Woods
Over the Rainbow
Overlea Monday Night
People of Color
Pikesville Big Book
Pikesville North
Strangely Insane Group
Sunday Hope
Sunday Morning Agape
The Firing Line
Yana Group

Next Meeting: January 11, 2021

Baltimore Intergroup Council Meeting Minutes December 14, 2020
Marc M. (Chairperson) called the meeting to order and opened with the
Serenity Prayer. This meeting took place on Zoom due to COVID-19
concerns.
New Group Representatives: There were no new group representatives for
the Council to welcome
Minutes: Mike W. (Recording Secretary) presented the minutes from the
November 9, 2020 meeting. A motion was made, seconded and passed to
accept the minutes.
Treasurer’s Report: Jack F. (Treasurer) reported that ordinary income in
November was $12,201.52, which included $5,373.29 from AA groups and
$6,803.49 from individual members. Ordinary expenses were $15,847.42,
yielding Net Ordinary Income of -$3,645.90. Literature revenue was
$1,698.79, with literature expenses of $1,629.32, yielding net literature
income of $69.47. Therefore, net income for November was -$3,576.43.
Administrator’s Report: Jen G. reported that during the past 24 working days,
there were 18 new virtual/reopened meeting and 23 closed/cancelled
meetings. There are now 556 meetings (373 virtual, 183 in person, with 18
hybrid). There were 701 calls for help during office hours, 3,930 emails, texts,
and correspondence, and 14 literature pickups.
Since the last Intergroup meeting, Jen has attended the Activities Committee
meeting, the Institution Committee meeting, the weekly office managers
meetings, and the monthly MGS Liaison conference call. Jen helped the
Activities Committee host our 80th Anniversary Extravaganza.
In addition, Jen participated in the quarterly ICOAA Communications
Committee Conference calls with GSO/AAWS & AAGV and follow up meeting,
the US/Can Eastern Forum hosted by GSO & AAWS, and the Area 19 (Chicago)
Sharing Session to talk about our website.
Jen thanked everyone who contributed to Intergroup during Gratitude
Month. Year end contributions may be made online or by check payable to
Baltimore Intergroup. Please contact Intergroup with holiday meeting
closures, parties, and alcathons. The office has updated the Meeting Guide
app and is waiting for GSO to make us live again. A few weeks ago the office
started a “Phone Buddies” service for anyone who needs a little extra
support, no matter how long they’ve been sober. They can speak to another
AA member and have extended conversations about sobriety. Please call the
office if you’re interested in being a phone buddy or talking with a phone
buddy.

Literature is available for pick-up or shipping. Please call the office to place your orders. The office will close early at
2pm on December 24th and 31st and will be closed on December 25th and January 1st in observance of the Christmas
and New Year’s holidays. Phones will be answered at these times by Answering Service volunteers.
Activities Committee Report: Rick W (Chairperson) reported that Baltimore’s 80th AA Anniversary Extravaganza was a
great success. Due to the ongoing pandemic, there are no new activities planned at this time but the committee is
brainstorming new ideas. Suggestions are welcomed.
Answering Service Committee Report: Jen G, reported for Melody B (Chairperson), that there were 590 regular calls and
11 12th step calls. All shifts currently are filled, but the committee always appreciates new volunteers for the waiting list to
fill future openings.
Public Information, Cooperation with Professional Community, and Speakers Committees: Mike Mc (Chairperson)
reported that the GSO has given permission to use their PSA’s. The committees are meeting tomorrow to work on the
placement of the PSA’s on local TV stations.
Literature Committee Report: No report.
Internet/Website Committee Report: No report.
Institution Committee Report: Jamie H (Chairperson) reported that in person institution meetings have been cancelled
again due to the recent increase in COVID 19 concerns and restrictions. There still are a number of Zoom meetings, as well
as a webinar style meeting that any institution can log into. The committee has been compiling a list of volunteers who are
willing to speak at in person or virtual meetings. The committee is working towards eventually restoring the old system
where home groups were scheduled for institution commitments. The committee also has distributed AA literature to
some institutions. The committee has regular monthly meetings (via Zoom) on the 3rd Friday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
Outreach Committee Report: Melissa B. (Chairperson) reported that the committee had no activity last month.
Chairperson Report: No Report
Old Business: None
New Business: Kathi K (Chairperson of the MGS Intergroup Liaison Committee) reported that at the last committee meeting,
Frank (chairperson of the MGS Treatment Committee) spoke about the “Bridging the Gap” program, which unfortunately is
not functioning at this time due to COVID. Kathi also attended the Eastern regional forum at which many of the great projects
of our Intergroup office were discussed with favor. The MGS Intergroup Liaison committee meets at 6:30pm on the 1st
Monday of each month.
Motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and passed. Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Respectfully submitted, Mike
W., Recording Secretary

-

-

-

-

Twelve Tips on Keeping Your
Holiday Season Sober and Joyous
Holiday parties without liquid spirits may still seem a dreary prospect to new A.A.s. But many of us have enjoyed the
happiest holidays of our lives sober—an idea we would never have dreamed of, wanted, or believed possible when drinking. Here are some tips for having an all-round ball without a drop of alcohol.
given by groups in your area, and go. If
you’re timid, take someone newer than
you are.
Line up extra A.A. activities for the
holiday season. Arrange to take newcomers to meetings, answer the phones
at a clubhouse or central office, speak,
help with dishes, or visit the alcoholic
ward at a hospital.

Be host to A.A. friends, especially
newcomers. If you don’t have a place
where you can throw a formal party,
take one person to a diner and spring
for the coffee.

Keep your A.A. telephone list with you
all the time. If a drinking urge or panic
comes—postpone everything else until
you’ve called an A.A.

Find out about the special holiday
parties, meetings, or other celebrations

Don’t sit around brooding. Catch up
on those books, museums, walks, and
letters.

Skip any drinking occasion you are
nervous about. Remember how clever
you were at excuses when drinking?
Now put the talent to good use. No
office party is as important as saving
your life.
Don’t start now getting worked up
about all those holiday temptations.
Remember— “one day at a time.”

If you have to go to a drinking party
and can’t take an A.A. with you, keep
some candy handy.
Enjoy the true beauty of holiday love
and joy. Maybe you cannot give material
gifts—but this year, you can give love.
Don’t think you have to stay late.
Plan in advance an “important date”
you have to keep.

Worship in your own way.

“Having had a . . .” No need to spell
out the Twelfth Step here, since you
already know it.

“Reprinted from Holiday Issue 2008-2009, page 10,
10

with permission of A.A. World
Services,
Inc.”2008
Box 4-5-9,
Holiday Issue

ZOOM
CHRISTMAS
ALCOTHON

December 24th 9:00 PM – December 25th 9:00 PM
24 hours of meetings • You are never alone!!
Come and join us in your PJ’s to help celebrate our recovery.
Sponsored by District 36, St. Mary’s County, MD AA
Please sign up to chair a meeting at https://somdintergroup.org/d36christmas.html
Meeting ID: 898 5316 3098 Passcode: 115849
Local phone # Washington DC +1 (301) 715-8592
Contact Peggy M for Information at crumbcake38@gmail.com

BALTIMORE INTERGROUP COUNCIL OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, INC.
8635 Loch Raven Boulevard
Suite 4, 2nd floor
410-663-1922 / Fax 410-663-7465
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Please fill this form out and mail back by the 10 of the preceding month. Please list the name and
phone number of the person responsible for the information on this form:
Name:

Group________________________________

Phone: _______________________________

PARTICIPATE IN THE

Baltimore Intergroup's
long standing tradition
.
For over the past 30 years, anniversary celebrants have
donated $1.00 per year of sobriety to the Birthday Plan.
Your donation helps us CARRY the MESSAGE to the still
suffering Alcoholic.

I AM RESPONSIBLE….
WHEN ANYONE, ANYWHERE REACHES FOR HELP,
I WANT THE HAND OF A.A. TO ALWAYS BE THERE. AND FOR THAT I AM RESPONSIBLE.
Individual members may contribute up to $ 3,000.00 in any year of sobriety. As always, this is only a
"suggestion" and may vary, as an individual desires.
Celebration Day

Member's Name

Group Name

Years

Contribution Amt.

(Use reverse side for additional names.)
Please help us by:
1.
Listing the date the individual will celebrate and not the actual Anniversary date.
2.
Names will be listed with last initial only.
3.
List the group name as it appears in the meeting directory. Make checks
4.
Mail back to the:
Baltimore Intergroup Office
Payable
8635 Loch Raven Boulevard
to:
Suite 4, 2nd floor
Baltimore, MD 21286
Baltimore Intergroup
5.
You may also fax your list to 410-663-7465

