BALTIMORE INTERGROUP COUNCIL OF

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

MAY 2021 Issue Next Mailing: May 28, 2021

“Abandon yourself to God as you understand God. Admit your fault to Him and your fellows. Clear away the wreckage of your
past. Give freely of what you find and join us.” — Alcoholics Anonymous, p. 164. Reprinted with permission by A.A.W.S

Step 5
Admitted to God, to

ourselves, and to another
human being the exact
nature of our wrongs.

Tradition 5
Each group has but one
primary purpose — to
carry its message to the
alcoholic who still suffers.

Concept 5
Throughout our

structure, a traditional

“Right of Appeal” ought
to prevail, so that minority|
opinion will be heard and
personal grievances
receive careful
consideration.

The Principle of Step 5

Integrity

ANNOUNCEMENTS

. The next intergroup meeting we be held on Monday, May 10th via Zoom.
Doors open at 7:45m. The Intergroup meeting starts at 8pm. The meeting ID
is: 823 0552 8441 / Password: 414036

. The Office will be closed on Monday, May 31%in observance of Memorial
Day. Volunteers are available on our 24/7 Helpline: 410-663-1922.

¢ The Intergroup office is staffed on a rotating basis. We continue to
provide literature orders for hallway pick-up or shipment. Call before coming
so we can have your order ready for you: 410-663-1922 or order online .

¢ Asareminder, please let us know about your meeting updates and
changes so we can keep the meeting list and website up-to-date!
intergroup@baltimoreaa.org

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES—WE NEED YOUR HELP!

. Volunteers needed immediately to speak in-person to clients at a
substance abuse center. Opportunities available on bi-monthly basis (with
possibility for longer term commitments) at 1pm on weekdays at the Center
for Youth and Families in Baltimore, 21215 (Park Heights). Please call the
intergroup office for more information: 410-663-1922.

. The Answering Service is seeking volunteers for the waiting list to
answer calls during the hours the office is closed. Please contact the
Intergroup office if you want to be a part of this vital service.

INSTITUTION COMMITTEE

. The next Institution meetings will be held on Zoom on Friday, May 21st,
at 7pm. Waiting room opens at 6:45pm. We welcome anyone who is
interested in doing service work to come to the meeting. Meeting ID: 886
6629 3910/ Password: 229395

. Speakers needed! The Institution Committee is now assigning
homegroups for institution commitments to speak either in-person or online.
Your group can decide what it is most comfortable doing. Please fill out this
form if you or your homegroup would like to be involved in carrying the
message. Intergroup will list the monthly commitments on the website under
password protection (as we did before.) Reps can get information from

our website or at the monthly Institution business meeting or by calling
Intergroup.



https://baltimoreaa.org/literature-store/
mailto:intergroup@baltimoreaa.org
https://baltimoreaa.org/institutions-speaker-sign-up-form/
https://baltimoreaa.org/institutions-speaker-sign-up-form/

INTERGROUP BOOKSTORE

The Intergroup Bookstore is fully stocked and ready for your orders. Order by
phone or online. Pick-up at the office or curbside or we can ship orders to you.
Intergroup often has titles in stock that may be backordered at AAWS.
Grapevine Daily Quote Book, with 365 inspiring passages from the pages of AA
Grapevine is now available.

Grapevine No Matter What: Dealing with Adversity in Sobriety is back in stock.
Read about how AA members use the tools of the program and embrace the
Fellowship to deal with tough issue.

GROUP ANNIVERSARIES

How it Works group will have a 35-year virtual, anniversary celebration, including a guest speaker on
Saturday May 8" at noon. (See flyer for details and login information).

If your group is celebrating an anniversary of any length on Zoom or in-person, please let us know by
calling 410-663-1922 or send us an email at intergroup@baltimoreaa.org.

NEW MEETINGS/ OTHER GROUP INFO

A Digital Newcomer’s Packet is available: Please post this link for a digital newcomer's packet in your
meeting chats so newcomers can get quick and easy access to meetings, literature, and online resources.
For all virtual meetings or meeting changes, please use this form.

For all in-person meetings or meeting changes, please use this form.

SPECIAL EVENTS

The Virtual Sobriety Show & Sweet Treat Auction is Saturday, May 8! The speaker starts at 5:30pm and
the show starts at 6pm. “Doors” open at 5:15pm. See the enclosed flyers for more info. Meeting ID: 834-
0824-3906; password: FOB1935.

Please call us at 410- 663-1922 or email us at intergroup@baltimoreaa.org to let us know about your
special events or workshops. To learn about various celebrations, go to
https://baltimoreaa.org/upcoming-events/. *Event Announcements in the Baltimore Intergroup monthly bulletin

are limited to those sponsored by Baltimore Intergroup; committees, groups or other Intergroups in Area 29; also
Maryland General Service Area 29; MGS districts; and G.S.0.

G.S.0. & MARYLAND GENERAL SERVICE - AREA 29 EVENTS

Area Assembly—Delegate Report Back-- May 15th @ 9:00am (Click here for Zoom info)

Registration for NERF 2021 is now open. This will be a three-day virtual event June 4-6. Early registration
is strongly encouraged. Click here for more information

Monthly council & district meeting links and passwords can be found on our website:
https://baltimoreaa.org/other-meetings-events/

PHONE BUDDIES / 12" STEP LIST / BRIDGING THE GAP

Please sign up as a volunteer for our 12" Step list and Bridging the Gap list. We usually have hundreds
of members sign up. We appreciate the people who responded to this announcement last month. We
still only have 65 people volunteering right now. Please announce this need in meetings and consider
adding your own name: https://baltimoreaa.org/12-step-bridging-the-gap/ (You can also print out the
enclosed form. See the flyers for more information.) We suggest one person from each home group
encourage others to sign up. We appreciate your willingness to help carry the message.

Want to do service work and are willing to talk on the phone? Consider becoming a phone buddy with
another member of AA who's having difficulty connecting at meetings. Call the office to volunteer: 410-
663-1922



https://baltimoreaa.org/product/the-grapevine-daily-quote-book/
https://baltimoreaa.org/product/no-matter-what-dealing-with-adversity-in-sobriety/
https://baltimoreaa-my.sharepoint.com/personal/intergroup_baltimoreaa_org/Documents/Shared/Bulletins/Bulletin%202021/May/How%20it%20Works%20Anniversary%20Flyer.pdf
mailto:intergroup@baltimoreaa.org
https://baltimoreaa.org/digital-newcomer-packet/
https://baltimoreaa.org/new-virtual-meeting-details/
https://baltimoreaa.org/submit-in-person-meeting-update/
mailto:intergroup@baltimoreaa.org
https://baltimoreaa.org/upcoming-events/
https://baltimoreaa.org/other-meetings-events/
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=614384
https://baltimoreaa.org/other-meetings-events/
https://baltimoreaa.org/12-step-bridging-the-gap/

¢ Having trouble connecting with other alcoholics at virtual meetings? You are not alone! Call the office
and we'll connect you with a Phone Buddy: 410-663-1922. We're all in this together
IN MEMORIUM
e We extend our deepest sympathies to the family and friends of Helen B. Webber, long time member who
belonged to Working with Others. A Celebration of Life service will take place on May 22", 10:30am at
Grace Fellowship Church, 9505 Deereco Road, Timonium, MD 21093 (Social distancing and masks are
required; maximum # of attendees: 300)

REMEMBERING WHERE WE CAME FROM — May

Some notable May dates in AA ‘s history:

Dec 1934 to) May 1935 - Bill works with alcoholics but fails to sober any of them. Lois reminds him HE is still sober.
March-May 1938 - Bill begins writing the book Alcoholics Anonymous.
May 1949 - The first AA meetings in Scotland were held in Glasgow and Edinburgh.
May 1951 - Al-Anon is founded by Lois W. and Anne B.
May 1, 1941 - The first Wisconsin AA meeting was held at a hotel in Mitwaukee.
May 2, 1941 - Jacksonville, FL newspaper reported the start of an AA group in Jacksonville.
May 3, 1947 - The first AA group in New Orleans, Louisiana, was formed. (sometimes dated as May 2, 1943)
May 3, 1947 - Democrat Chronicle in Rochester, NV, reported first annual AA dinner at Seneca hotel with 6o attending.
May 4, 1940 - Sunday Star reported founding of first AA group in Washington, DC.
May 6, 1939 - Clarence S of Cleveland told Dr. Bob, his sponsor, he would not be back to Oxford Group meetings in Akeron and would start an "AA”" meeting in Cleveland.
May 6, 1946 - The long form of the "Twelve Tradlitions" was published in the AA Grapevine.
May 8, 1943 - Akeron AA Group celebrates 8th anniversary with 500 present and sober.
May 8, 1971 - Bill W buried in private ceremony, East Dorset, Vermont.
May 10,1939 - Clarence S announced to the Aleron Oxford Group members that the Cleveland members were starting a meeting in Cleveland and calling it Alcoholics Anonymous.
May 11, 1935 - Bill W made calls from the Mayflower Hotel and was referred to Dr. Bob.
May 11,1939 ﬁrsf group to (ﬂd&/é/ call [fsef/{/co/w/[cs/lnonymom met .ﬂ‘/‘[ééy G's house in Cleveland. (some sources say the 18th)
May 12,1935 @ 5 pm - Bill W met Doctor Bob at the home of Henrietta Seiberling.
May 15, 19671 - Bill W's mother, Dr Emily Strobell, dred.
May 16, 1941 - Ruth Hock finds that Joe W. (or V., credited with coming up with the name Alcoholics Anonymous, has a "wet brain’.
May 17, 1942 - The Dayton Journal Herald published pictures of AA members wearing masks to protect their anonymity.
May 17, 1942 - New Haven, Conn paper has article on AA. Picture shows faces of members sitting in a circle.
May 18, 1950 - Dr. Bob tells Bill '] reclon we ought to be buried like other folles” after hearing that local AA's want a huge memorial.
May 19, 2000 - Dr. Paul O, Big Book story "Doctor, Alcoholic, Addict”
(renamed "Acceptance Was the Answer" in the 4th edlition) died at the age of 83.
May 28, 1974 - The first World Service Meeting of AA outside North America was held in London.
May 29, 1980 - "Dr. Bob and the Good Oldtimers" was published.

We appreciate you sharing these announcements with your A.A. contacts. It is as important as ever that we
stay connected!

I am responsible.... When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help,
| want the hand of A.A. always to be there. And for that: | am responsible.
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April MINUTES

Recorded Groups in Attendance

164

Agnostics

Better Way of Life

Brooklyn Keep Coming Back
Brooklyn Saturday Morning
But For the Grace of God
Captain’s Table

Catonsville Beginners
Columbia Dawn Patrol
Common Solution
Cowenton

Early Bird

Eastside Early Risers

Free to be Me Women’s group
Folly Quarters

Fort Smallwood Friday Night Step
Ft. McHenry Group

Genesis Women

Glen Burnie HOW Group
Hatch Group

Hatchery

Hopkins

Irvington

New Attitude

Old Otterbein

One Big Tent

Over the Rainbow

Overlea Monday Night
People Of Color

Pikesville Big Book
Pikesville North

Roland Park Steps and Traditions
St. Anthony's Noon
Serenity Big Book

Strangely Insane Group
The Firing Line

There is a Solution

Wrath of Grapes

April 12, 2020 I

Next Meeting: May 10, 2021
Baltimore Intergroup Council Meeting Minutes April 12, 2020

Marc M. (Chairperson) called the meeting to order and opened with the
Serenity Prayer. This meeting took place on Zoom due to COVID-19
concerns.

New Group Representatives: There were no new group representatives for
the Council to welcome

Minutes: Mike W. (Recording Secretary) presented the minutes from the
March 8, 2021 meeting. A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept
the minutes.

Treasurer’s Report: Jack F. (Treasurer) reported that ordinary income in
March was $10,808.49, which included $4,663.82 from AA groups and
$6,088.59 from individual members. Ordinary expenses were $15,403.46,
yielding net ordinary income of -$4,594.97. Literature revenue was
$2,581.53, with literature expenses of $3,597.49, yielding net literature
income of -$1,015.96. Therefore, net income for February was -$5,610.93.
Prudent reserve was $118,236.21. Total assets were $237,386.82.

Administrator’s Report: Jen G. reported that during the past 20 working days,
there were 6 new virtual/reopened meetings, 3 closed/cancelled meetings,
and 63 meeting changes. There are now 558 meetings (319 virtual, 42 hybrid,
and 197 in-person). There were 587 calls for help during office hours, 2,110
emails, texts, and correspondence (including shipped literature), and 68
literature pickups.

Since the last Intergroup meeting, Jen attended the Advisory & Personnel
Committee meeting, two Activities Committee meetings, the monthly
Institution Committee meeting, a CPC planning meeting with MGS, the weekly
office managers meeting, and made a report available for the monthly MGS
Liaison conference call.

Volunteers are needed for our 12th Step and Bridging the Gap lists. In normal
years, we have hundreds of volunteers sign up. This year there are only 65
people signed up to date. Please post the link to the online sign up in your
meeting chats. There is a flyer about this service opportunity. Also need more
volunteers for “Phone Buddies”. The website has a Digital Newcomer’s
Packet. Please post the link in your Zoom chats so newcomers can find the
literature and support they need.

Literature is available for pick-up or shipping. Please call the office to place
your orders.



Activities Committee Report: Rick W (Chairperson) reported that the committee is working on the virtual Sobriety Show
scheduled for May 8th, with a speaker at 5:30 p.m. and the show starting at 6:00 p.m. Don B gave a preview of some of the
performances that will be in the show. There will be a raffle of baked goods that will be delivered after the event. A flyer
for the event is on the website. Dick M reported that the Friends of Bill Golf Tournament has been scheduled for
September 20th.

Answering Service Committee Report: Melody B (Chairperson) reported that there were 503 regular calls and 19 12th step
calls. Melody reiterated the need for volunteers to sign up for the 12th Step List. The committee has one early morning
shift to fill and needs new volunteers for the waiting list to fill future openings.

Public Information, Cooperation with Professional Community, and Speakers Committees: No report

Literature Committee Report: No report.

Internet/Website Committee Report: Mike C (Chairperson) reported that there was no activity last month.

Institution Committee Report: Jamie H (Chairperson) reported that there are currently 9 virtual institution meetings per
week and no in person meetings at this time. The committee has restored the old system where home groups are
scheduled for institution commitments. Home groups that want an institution commitment should sign up.

Last month the committee received $226 in contributions (5186 from groups and $40 from individuals) and had $166.57 in
expenses. Total assets were $17,243.11. The committee was unable to distribute literature to institutions during the

pandemic. As restrictions begin to ease up, the committee will utilize its assets to distribute literature.

The committee has regular monthly meetings (via Zoom) on the 3rd Friday of each month at 7:00 p.m. This month the
committee will be celebrating it’s anniversary.

Outreach Committee Report: Melissa B. (Chairperson) reported that the committee will be attending the 35th anniversary
of the Catonsville How it Works Group on May 8th. She requested that home groups notify the office of upcoming group
anniversary celebrations.

Chairperson Report: No Report

Old Business: None

New Business: Kurt W reported that the General Service Conference will take place virtually next week.

Motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and passed. Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Respectfully submitted, Mike
W., Recording Secretary



Baltimore Intergroup Council of Alcoholics Anonymous, Inc.
March 2021 Group Contribution List

Source

Group
#Haven
As Bill Sees It
Better Way Of Life
But For The Grace of God
Canton Wednesday Night
Catonsville Little Chairs
Chance To Grow
Charles Village Women's
Cowenton
Daystarters
Dubious Luxury
Eastside Early Risers
Essex Eye Opener
Fallston Twelve Step
Fort McHenry
Free At Last
Glen Burnie H.O.W.
Gratitude In Action
Guides To Progress Big
Harbor City Speaker's
Health Care Professionals-
Hope Is Found Here
Hunt Valley Sunday Morning
Just The Ink
Legal Professionals
Living Sober
Magothy 12 & 12
Monday Night Acceptance
Monkton Step
New Windsor Monday Night
O.D.AT.
Old Otterbein Group
Over the Rainbow
Positively Sober
Regester Morning
Renegades
Saturday Morning Sobriety
Sawmill Creek Park
Serenity Now
Southwest Mid Day
St. Anthony's Midday
Talbott Springs
Towson Women's
Twenty Four Hours
Wednesday Luncheon
Westminster Wednesday
Woodberry Park

43 Sources Contributed

Other
Anonymous
Districts
Gratitude Box
Individual

5 Sources Contributed

Month YTD

$4.00 $123.72
$100.00
$114.05 $307.25
$100.00 $100.00
$20.00
$115.50
$5.00
$3.00 $3.00
$225.00
$60.00 $145.00
$30.00 $55.00
$50.00 $150.00
$50.00
$75.00
$20.00 $460.00
$60.00 $120.00
$100.00 $100.00
$170.00
$25.00
$10.00 $30.00
$57.00 $57.00
$23.97
$25.00
$100.00
$100.00 $100.00
$151.20
$480.00 $480.00
$100.00 $100.00
$200.00
$50.00
$44.00
$32.00 $59.00
$100.00 $300.00
$500.00
$884.00
$150.00 $270.61
$325.00 $325.00
$66.37 $66.37
$249.00 $249.00
$25.00 $50.00
$50.00 $100.00
$35.00
$110.00 $175.00
$20.00
$50.00
$350.00 $350.00
$100.00

$4,623.82
$26.50 $26.50
$5.00
$40.00 $198.00
$5,264.10 $21,886.47

$6,128.59
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Source

ABC

Baby Steps

Brooklyn Saturday Morning
Canton Saturday Morning
Captain's Table
Catonsville Young People
Chapters & Stories
Columbia Dawn Patrol
Daybreak

Dipsomaniacs Group
Early Risers (Westminster)
Eldersburg Into Action
Evergreen

Flohrville Big Book

Fort Smallwood Friday
Genesis Women's

Go Forward

Grupo La Ultima Copa
Happy Destiny

Harford Road Thursday
Highlandtown Friday
Hopkins

Irvington

La Ultima Copa

Linthicum Monday Night
Long Green Step & Tradition
Meditation on the Hill
Monday Night Big Book
New Pilgrim

Nu Women

Oakland Mills

Over The Hump
Pasadena

Red Rose

Reisterstown Sunday Night
S.A.S.T.O.

Saturday Night Recovery
Self Help

Sixth Day

Spiritual Awakening
Strangely Insane

The Firing Line

Tuesday Women's
Uptown Big Book

West Friendship

Women's Meditation on the
You Are Not Alone

Birthday Plan

Faithful Fivers
In Memorium

Workshop

Month

$25.00

$10.00

$118.20

$224.00

$400.00
$300.00
$20.00

$45.00

$136.00
$25.00
$200.00
$50.00
$90.00

$40.00

$50.00

$25.20

$100.00

$20.00

$105.00
$692.99

YTD

$141.00
$21.54
$98.40
$150.00
$1,500.00
$280.00
$400.00
$30.00
$605.00
$40.00
$30.00
$118.20
$100.00
$26.00
$122.00
$54.00
$240.00
$20.00
$327.00
$20.00
$100.00
$1,000.00
$300.00
$40.00
$142.00
$45.00
$20.00
$50.00
$500.00
$141.00
$337.06
$75.00
$200.00
$50.00
$245.00
$100.00
$185.00
$80.00
$100.00
$200.00
$150.00
$78.70
$50.00
$25.20
$200.00
$40.80
$44.00

$303.00
$1,995.97
$110.00
$45.00



Source Month YTD Source Month YTD
Total Contributions for March $10,752.41
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https://go.rallyup.com/bake-auction

12 p.m. Saturday Noon EDT
Area 29 Maryland, District 18

Celebrates

Est 5/8/1986
Special Guest Speaker: Jen G. from Baltimore

May 8, 2021 @ 12 noon EDT

For more info contact HowitWorks21228@gmail.com



mailto:HowitWorks21228@gmail.com

Concept V

Throughout our world services structure, ¢ traditional "Right of Appeal” ought
fo prevail, thus assuring us that minorily opinion will be heard and that
petitions for the redvess of personal grievances will be carefully considered

N ewcomers to A.A’s General Service Couference are
often surprised at the pains taken by the

presiding officer to malke sure the minority has a second
opportunity to present its views, Even after extensive
debate on an issue, followed by a vote in which a
“substantial unanimity” is reached, those opposed are
polled individually to see if they wish to speak further to
their minority view. In fact, numerous instances can be
cited in which this minority view is so compelling the
Conference has then reversed itself,

This is A.A’s “Right of Appeal” m action, and Bili
says the same principle should apply to meelings of our
area commiftees, {rustee commiltees and boards. On
an issue of grave importance, the minorily has the
actual duty of presenting its views,

This “Right of Appeal” recognizes that minotities
frequently can be right; that even when they are in
error they still perform a most valuable service when
they compel a thorough-going debate on important
issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our chief
protection against an uninformed, misinformed,
hasty or angry majority.

“Trusted servants,” according (o Bill, “do for the
groups what the groups cannot or should not do for
themselves,” And in exercising their “Right of Decision’
(see Concept I}, trusted servants are almost always
“a small but truly qualified minority” — whether in the
form of area committees, staffs, boards or even the
General Service Conference itself. It is incumbent upon
them, therefore, in their own meetings, to pay specia}
deference to the minority voice.

1l

This Concept also warns us of “the tyranny of
the majority” and points out that in AA., a simple
majority is seldom sufficient basis for a decision,
That’s why we usually require at Ieast a two-thirds
majority. Lacking this, it is preferable to delay the
decision; or in the case of an election following the
*Third Legacy Procedure,” to “go to the hat.”. (See
Service Manual, Chapter L)

The “Right of Appeal” also permits any person in
the service structure, whether paid or volunteer, to
petition for redress of a personal grievance. He or
she can complain directly to the General Service
Board, without prejudice or fear of reprisal.
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