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“Complaining is not an action step.” - Grapevine, August 1982. Reprinted with permission by AAGrapevine, Inc.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Step 5 e The next intergroup meeting we be held on Monday, May 8th
Admitted to God, to via Zoom. Doors open at 7:45m. The Intergroup meeting starts at 8om. The
ourselves, and to another meeting ID is: 823 0552 8441 / Password: 414036
UGBV PR SIS o The Intergroup office will be closed on Monday, May 29t in observance of

nature of our wrongs.

Memorial Day. Thanks to our volunteers for answering the phones during
the office hours.
Tradition 5 e The Intergroup office is open from 9am — 4:30pm M-F to purchase literature
Each groustbut one and chips. Orders can also be shipped or made available for hallway pick up.
primary purpose—to For your convenience, orders can be placed using our online store.
carry its message to the https://baltimoreaa.org/literature-store/ or call 410-663-1922
alcoholic who still suffers.

INSTITUTION COMMITTEE
e The next Institution meetings will be hybrid on Friday, May 19th at 7pm.

Concept 5 Join us in person at University Baptist Church, 34th & Greenway (Charles
Throughout our world Village, 21218). Or Zoom waiting room opens at 6:45pm. We welcome
service structure, a anyone who is interested in doing service work to come to the meeting.
traditional “Right of Meeting ID: 886 6629 3910/ Password: 229395
Appeal” out to prevail, e Homegroups and Speakers needed — The Institution Committee is
thus assuring us that assigning homegroups for institution commitments, both in-person and
minority opinion will be online. Let us know your group’s preference. Please fill out this form if
heard and that petitions you or your home group would like to carry the message. Intergroup will
for the redress of personal list the monthly commitments on the website under password protection
grievances will be (as we did before). Reps can get information from our website or at the
carefully considered. monthly Institution business meeting or by calling Intergroup.
INTERGROUP BOOKSTORE
Principle of Step 5 e The Intergroup Bookstore is excited to announce

Integrity special Tri-Plate Medallions in stock! These

medallions are available in red, blue, or black; in
years of 1 through 50.

e Ourbookstore is stocked with AAWS, Grapevine literature, and some Hazelden titles. We continue to stock
pamphlets, cards and other special items that can be purchased online at our Literature Store. Purchases
can also be made by visiting or calling the office; Shipping is available for a fee.

e Price Increases for AAWS items took effect on April 3" of 2023. You can check Baltimore Intergroup website
for new prices.



https://baltimoreaa.org/literature-store/
https://baltimoreaa.org/institutions-speaker-sign-up-form/
https://baltimoreaa.org/literature-store/

e Literature News received from AA World Services is provided to us on a regular basis. FYl — Some of our
inventory shortages are due largely to their “out-of-stock” periods. A recent update from AAWS regarding
their out-of-stock periods is as follows: “It is likely, however, that we will be experiencing intermittent
disruptions for the foreseeable future, as all publishers will, based on industry-wide reporting. We will keep

everyone informed.”
The Baltimore Intergroup office thanks you for your patience when items are not available for purchase at

our Literature Store.

GROUP ANNIVERSARIES
e Magothy 12& 12 will celebrate 44 years of service to the fellowship on May 17™. It will be an “eatin’
meetin’’! Food is served at 6:30pm, followed by a guest speaker at 8pm. All are invited.
e If your group is celebrating an anniversary of any length either in-person or via Zoom, contact us.
Call: (410) 663-1922 or email: intergroup@baltimoreaa.org.

NEW MEETINGS/UPDATES

e REOPENED- Outdoor Sobriety (O)(D)(Cockeysville, 21030) has opened for 2023 season. Please check the
Meeting Schedule for closure dates due to park activities. There are three meetings a week at Oregon Ridge
Park on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday at 6:30pm

e NEW MEETING - Steps and Traditions in Sobriety (C)(D)(Lit)Online Only. This new meeting takes place on
Friday mornings at 11am via Zoom. Meeting ID: 878 1316 9323 Passcode: 920885

e LOCATION CHANGE — Essex Eye Opener (O)(D)(Middle River, 21220) will meet at their new location starting
on March 2", New Location: Our Lady Queen of Peace Church, 10003 Bird River Road in Middle River.

e REOPENED - Queens of Peace (W)(O)(D)(Middle River, 21220) This group meets at 1pm on Wednesday;
Our Lady Queen of Peace Church, 10003 Bird River Road in Middle River.

GROUPS -NEEDS SUPPORT

e Retread meets at 7pm on Sundays (O)(Beg)(Step)(Sparrows Point, 21219)

e Sherwood meets on Fridays at 8pm (O)(D)(Spk.)(Cockeysville, 21030)

e Guides To Progress meets at 8pm on Mondays (O)(Spk/D)(Step)(H) (Baltimore, 21230) Despite current
construction, the meeting is still open. Please knock loudly on temporary entrance.

e Putty Hill meets at 6:30pm on Sundays as a Hybrid gathering (O)(Spk/D)(H) (Towson, 21204) Meeting ID:
850 6448 1495 Passcode: 404040

e Triangle Club meets at 12:15 pm on Mondays (O)(D)(H)(Cockeysville, 21030)

DISCONTINUED MEETINGS
e Mustard Seed — Saturday Men’s meeting at 10:30am has been discontinued (C)(M)(D)(Park Heights, 21215)
e The Promises meeting held at St. Bartholomew’s Church on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12pm has been
discontinued and will resume when a new location is found. (O)(D)(West Balto., 21229)
e The online-only Tuesday Noon meeting, Just Milk, has been discontinued. (O)(D)(Lit)(Step)
e Irvington will no longer meet on Fridays at 8pm (O)(D)(Catonsville, 21228)
e Positively Sober will no longer meet on Sundays at 6:15pm (O)(D)(LGBTQ)(Baltimore, 21201)
e The online-only meeting, Sunday Big Book, has been discontinued on Sundays at 3pm (O)(BB)

GROUP INFORMATION



https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=wednesday&meeting=magothy-12-12
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=saturday&meeting=outdoor-sobriety-3
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=friday&meeting=steps-and-traditions-in-sobriety
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?search=essex+eye&meeting=essex-eye-opener
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?search=queens&meeting=queens-of-peace
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?search=retread&meeting=retread
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?search=sherwood&meeting=sherwood
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?search=guides+to+&meeting=guides-to-progress-big-book-step
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?search=putty+hill&meeting=putty-hill
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?search=tria&meeting=triangle-club

A Digital Newcomer’s Packet is available: Please post this link for a digital newcomer's packet in your
meeting chats so newcomers can get quick and easy access to meetings, literature, and online resources.
For all virtual meetings or meeting changes, please use this form.

For all in-person meetings or meeting changes, please use this form.

G.S.0. & MARYLAND GENERAL SERVICE EVENTS

District 19 will host the spring workshop “Carrying the Message” on April 29t from 1-4pm at the North
Baltimore Mennonite Church, 4615 Roland Ave., 21210.

MGS Treatment Committee is hosting the workshop "Carrying the Message into Treatment Facilities" on
May 6% from 11am-2pm at the South Shore Recovery Club in Crownsville, 21032.

YOU CAN STILL REGISTER for the 515 Annual Area 29 MD State Convention, August 4-6™ with Al-anon
participation. ANNOUNCING a new location-Delta Hotel by Marriott in Hunt Valley, MD 21031. Click here
to register.

What Does a GSR do? How can you help your home group and the still suffering alcoholic? — Join MGS
for a Zoom GSR Discussion/Q&A on the 2" Saturday of each month, 10am. Meeting ID: 818 6222
7157/No password needed.

District 31 Monthly Hybrid Meeting — Meets the last Thursday of each month at 7:30pm at Severna Park
United Methodist Church, 731 Benfield Road, Severna Park, 21146. Virtual Info: Meeting ID: 885 8467
6255 Passcode: distict31. Contact district31MD@gmail.com for more information.

District 33 will now meet on the first Saturday of each month at 5:30pm. New Zoom Meeting ID: 849
9848 4086 Passcode: D33164
https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/84998484086?pwd=WkJgemdGYXVBVW9IkOGwrNTZRclc2dz09

Monthly council & district meeting links and passwords can be found on our website:
https://baltimoreaa.org/other-meetings-events/

Monthly council & district meeting links and passwords can be found on our website:
https://baltimoreaa.org/other-meetings-events/

IN MEMORIUM

There will be a Celebration of Life service for Edy T, long time member of Free to Be Me Women’s and a
former Intergroup special worker, who passed away last October. The service will be held on Wednesday,
May 3" from 2-5pm at the Cylburn Arboretum (Volmer Center). Fellowship and refreshments for all who
wish to join the celebration.

We offer belated condolences to the friends and family of several of our members who passed away
during the month of March. We are grateful for members Betsy G., Charlie Grap and Tom S. who
maintained sobriety and service to the fellowship before heading to the “Big Meeting in the Sky.”

I am responsible.... When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help,
| want the hand of A.A. always to be there. And for that: | am responsible.


https://baltimoreaa.org/digital-newcomer-packet/
https://baltimoreaa.org/new-virtual-meeting-details/
https://baltimoreaa.org/submit-in-person-meeting-update/
https://baltimoreaa.org/event/district-19-carrying-the-message/
https://www.marylandaa.org/event/carrying-the-message-into-treatment-facilities
https://baltimoreaa.org/event/save-the-date-area-29-maryland-state-convention/
https://baltimoreaa.org/event/save-the-date-area-29-maryland-state-convention/
https://baltimoreaa.org/event/district-31-monthly-meeting/
mailto:district31MD@gmail.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84998484086?pwd=WkJqemdGYXVBVW9kOGwrNTZRclc2dz09
https://baltimoreaa.org/other-meetings-events/
https://baltimoreaa.org/other-meetings-events/
https://cylburn.org/
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APRIL MINUTES

Groups In Attendance

ABC

Agnostics

Alano Club

Canton Wednesday Night
Catonsville Beginners
Chapters and Stories

CPC Committee

Dawn Patrol Zoom
Daybreak

Eastside Early Risers
Eldersburg Into Action

Fort Smallwood Friday Night
Freetime

GALAA

Glen Burnie H.O.W

Hopkins

Hot Dog 12 & 12

How It Works

Hunt Valley Sunday Morning
Institutions Committee Chair
Oella 12 and 12

Outreach Committee
Pikesville Big Book

Retread

Strangely Insane

Sunday Morning Agape
There is a Solution

Towson Women's

Westminster Wednesday Night

Welcome Group
Worath of Grapes

April 10th, 2023 I Next Meeting: May 8, 2023

Dave L. (Chairperson) called the meeting to order and opened with the
Serenity Prayer. This meeting took place on Zoom due to COVID-19 concerns.

New Group Representatives: There were two new group representatives for
the Council to welcome.

Minutes: Mike W. (Recording Secretary) presented the minutes from the
March 13, 2023, meeting. A motion was made, seconded and approved to
accept the minutes.

Treasurer’s Report: Jack F. (Treasurer) presented last month’s Financial Report.
(There was an error in that report, so the figures reported herein are from the
corrected report.) Ordinary income was $13,485.10, which included
$11,465.44 from AA groups and $1,940.00 from individual members. Ordinary
expenses were $20,178.27, yielding net ordinary income of -$6,693.17.
Literature revenue was $6,709.83, with literature expenses of $3,495.23,
yielding net literature income of $3,214.60. Therefore, net income for March
was a loss of $3,478.57. Total assets were $229,715.13.

Administrator’s Report: Jen G. reported that during the past 19 working days,
there was 1 new/re-opened meeting, 5 closed/cancelled meetings, and 30
meeting changes. There are now 678 total meetings (466 in-person, 111 virtual
and 101 hybrid). There were 299 calls for help during office hours, 3,105
emails, texts, and correspondence (including 9 shipped literature orders), and
113 visitors/ literature pick-ups at the office.

Since the last Intergroup meeting, Jen attended the Activities Committee
meeting and the weekly office managers’ meetings and completed the year-
end report.

The year-end report details the work performed by the Intergroup office in 2023 and, in many cases, compares 2022
numbers to 2019 numbers to understand how things have changed since the pandemic. The main take-aways are that
there are fewer AA meetings now, Zoom meetings are here to stay, communications patterns have changed, it is harder to
recruit volunteers, financial support for Intergroup has shifted, literature orders have deceased, and print directories have
changed. Please share the report with your home groups and sponsees.

Construction is almost complete in our office building. The elevator is now working. If you'd prefer to have your orders
brought down to your car, please call the office when you arrive.

The office still needs volunteers to answer phones during office hours. If you are interested, call 410-663-1922 and ask for

Misty.

Activities Committee Report: Jen G., for Paulette R. (Chairperson), reported that the Gratitude Breakfast held March 26,
2023 sold out with about 280 members attending. The Sobriety Show has been postponed until the fall in order to find a
new venue. The Golf outing has been scheduled for October 16th. Details to follow.



Answering Service Committee Report: Lisa V, on behalf of Melody B. (Chairperson) reported that in March there were 129
regular calls, including (5)12th Step calls. All shifts are currently filled, but members are encouraged to sign up on the
waiting list.

Public Information Committee Report: No report.

Cooperation with Professional Community, and Speakers Committees: Ferdinand B., chairperson, reported that the
committee participated in the annual Healing City Summit held at Coppin State on March 18th. It was a great event and
AA’s presence was appreciated.

Speakers Committee Report: No report.

Literature Committee Report: No report.

Internet/Website Committee Report: No report.

Institution Committee Report: Denise, Chairperson, reported that the committee’s monthly meeting on the 3rd Friday of
each month is now in person and by Zoom (hybrid). Currently there are 140 home groups signed up for commitments, with
23 institutions having in-person meetings and 8 having Zoom meetings. Pre-pandemic, there were 170 home groups signed
up for commitments, with 45 institutions having in person meetings.

Several institutions would like to resume in-person meetings, but sponsors are needed for that to happen. Please spread

the word that the Institution Committee needs more volunteers to serve as sponsors.

Outreach Committee Report: Melissa B., Chairperson, reported that things have been quiet, but she is attending meetings
in areas that need more 12th Step volunteers.

Chairperson Report: Dave L. reported that he worked with Jen on the year-end report and is in regular contact with her.
Old Business: None

New Business: The issue of whether the Intergroup Council should resume meeting in person was raised. After some
discussion, a motion was made and seconded to start having hybrid meetings (in person combined with Zoom) of the
Council. The vote was 12 in favor, 18 opposed, with 8 abstentions. Although the motion failed, the Chairperson stated that
he would revisit the issue at the next meeting.

A question was raised about the financial well-being of Intergroup considering last year’s deficit and the deficit this year to
date. The budget assumes that group and individual contributions, proceeds from events, and literature sales will increase
as the year progresses. Our total assets ($229,715) are not much lower than before the pandemic.

Motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and passed. Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted, Mike W., Recording Secretary



Baltimore Intergroup Council of Alcoholics Anonymous, Inc.

March 2023 Group Contribution List

Source Month YTD Source Month YTD
Group
ABC $177.38 Acceptance $15.00 $15.00
Agnostics $120.00 $250.00 Arbutus Step $59.00
As Bill Sees It $208.31 Assisi Big Book $430.00
Back To Basics Downtown $20.00 $20.00 Baltimore City Men's $117.97
Beltway Beginner Step $225.00 Bethany Lane $120.00
Better Way Of Life $280.28 Better With Age $248.00 $248.00
Black Rock Monday $342.00 $342.00 Bond & Green $384.00
Brooklyn 12 n 12 $50.00 $50.00 Brooklyn Saturday $100.00
But For The Grace of God $170.00 By The Book $110.00 $110.00
Captain's Table $450.00 Catonsville Friday Night Step $137.00
Catonsville Noon $100.00 $210.00 City County $300.00
Colombia Dawn Patrol ZOOM $247.07 Columbia Dawn Patrol $357.50 $557.50
Courage to Change $50.00 Cover to Cover $30.00
Cowenton $1,100.00 $1,100.00 Daily Reprieve $270.00
Daybreak $1,800.00 Daystarters $600.00 $700.00
Dipsomaniacs Group $110.67 Early Bird $200.00
Early Risers (Lutherville) $300.00 Eldersburg Into Action $97.06 $97.06
Eldersburg Noon $75.00 Elkridge Saturday Morning $50.00 $50.00
Emory 24-Hour $100.00 Essex Eye Opener $150.00
Evergreen $302.45 Fallston Early Saturday Group $20.00 $60.00
Flohrville Big Book $18.00 Folly Quarter Tuesday Night $300.00
Fort Smallwood Friday Night St ~ $120.00 $120.00 Free At Last $60.00 $180.00
Freetime $360.00 $600.00 Friends of Bill W. Luncheon $699.00
Fullerton/Perry Hall $500.00 $500.00 GALAA $255.52
Gamber $40.00 Glen Burnie Friday Night $100.00
Glen Burnie H.O.W. $100.00 $200.00 Glenelg $100.00
Glyndon $100.00 $100.00 God's Grace $100.00
Great Fact $25.00 $25.00 Guides To Progress Big Book/ $50.00 $50.00
Hampden Twelve & Twelve $318.00 Hampstead Sunday Night $40.00 $40.00
Happy Destiny $153.19 Harford Road Thursday Mornin $50.00
Harford Road Thursday Night $200.00 Hatchery $227.14
Health Care Professionals-Plus $300.00 Helping Hand $400.00 $400.00
High & Low Sobriety $50.00 $50.00 Highlandtown Friday Morning $150.50 $150.50
Hopkins $150.00 $600.00 Howard County Speakers $182.00
Hunt Valley Sunday Morning $1,400.00 Hunts Church Group $180.00
If He Were Sought $100.00 Jacksonville $300.00 $300.00
Jacksonville Sat Morn - STP $231.50 Jacksonville Saturday Morning $100.00
Keep It Simple Group $25.00 Kingsville $120.00
Listen Up Big Book $100.00 Live And Let Live Gay $25.00 $25.00
Living Sober $119.00 $119.00 Magothy 12 & 12 $543.00 $543.00
ME $784.55 $784.55 Meditation on the Hill $108.61
New Pilgrim $500.00 New Windsor Monday Night $97.12
New Windsor Wednesday $38.50 Newcomers $100.00
No Equal $20.00 Nu Women $183.45 $183.45
O.D.A.T. $180.00 $180.00 Oella Tuesday 12&12 $444.44
Of Sound Mind $135.07 Old Otterbein Group $21.76
Omega $25.00 One Day at a Time (Westminst $50.00 $50.00
Over the Rainbow $100.00 $300.00 Overlea Monday Night $300.00
Pasadena $300.00 $300.00 Pasadena Wednesday Noon $60.00 $135.00
Phelps Luck $750.00 Phoenix Discussion $232.00
Pikesville Big Book Study $49.32 Pikesville Nooners $66.62 $201.62
Queer Ideas of Fun $30.00 $30.00 Red Rose $118.00 $306.00
Regester $50.00 Reisterstown Sunday Night 12 $200.00 $200.00
Riviera Beach $500.00 S.0.S. Liberty Road $35.00
Saturday Morning Sobriety Mai $480.00 Saturday Night Recovery $320.00 $580.00
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Source Month YTD Source Month YTD
Security Noon $100.00 Serenity Now $107.13
Serenity on Madison $15.00 $15.00 Shalom $71.00 $71.00
Simply Women $252.74 $252.74 Sixth Day $60.00 $131.00
Sobriety Through Action $363.00 $363.00 Southwest Mid Day $75.00
St. Anthony's Midday $50.00 $150.00 Strangely Insane $50.00 $150.00
Sunday Morning Agape $40.00 $40.00 Sunday Morning Sykesville $100.00
Taneytown $400.00 Texas $122.00 $552.00
The Elevator is Broken-Use Th $347.00 The Farm $84.00
The Firing Line $17.00 The Hot Dog 12 & 12 $100.00 $100.00
The Lunch Bunch $100.00 $100.00 The Morning Group $300.00
The Real Thing-Women's $234.00 $234.00 There Is A Solution Big Book $240.00 $240.00
Towson Women's $146.50 Turning Point Women's $360.00
Uptown Big Book $46.00 Wake Up World $720.00 $720.00
West Friendship Wednesday N $150.00 Westminster Wednesday Night ~ $333.02 $333.02
58 Sources Contributed $11,465.44

Other
Birthday Plan $95.00 $375.00 Districts $20.00
Faithful Fivers $682.00 $2,510.40 Gratitude Box $368.00
Group Retreat $53.00 In Memorium $76.00 $76.00
Individual $1,039.00 $4,521.72 Monday Night Big Book Study $24.00
Subscriptions $48.00 $215.00
5 Sources Contributed $1,940.00

Total Contributions for March $13,405.44
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What &3 o Plhvene Buddy?

A Phone Buddy is someone who gives a call to homebound AA’ers once or twice a week.

How canv T beceme o Phene Buddy?

Call our office or drop us an email with PHONE BUDDY in the Subject line.

We will get your pertinent information and answer any questions you might have.

T the ene that needs a Phene
Buddy!

Contact the office or drop us an email, make sure to tell us you’re looking for a
phone buddy. We will match you up with some buddy volunteers!

There is always Twelve Step work available,

We hope you can join us.

Call Baltimore Intergroup office at 410-663 1922

Or email to intergroup@baltimoreaa.org



DISTRICT 19
SPRING WORKSHOP

SATURDAY 4/99, ﬂ’M -4PM
NORTH BALTIMORE MENNONITE CHURCH
4615 ROLAND AVE

"CARRYING THE MESSAGE”
- SPONSOR SHIP
-PRACTICING PRINCIPLES
-SERVICE IN OTHER FORMS
PIZZA & REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

AR NN AARAARAAR)




CARRYING THE MESSAGE
INTO TREATMENT FACILITIES

Saturday, May 6th from 11:00 to 2:00pm
South Shore Recovery Club
1199 Generals Hwy
Crowhnsville, MD 21032

You are invited to attend a workshop hosted by
Maryland General Service (MGS) Treatment Committee
in collaboration with District 42.

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED!

' 11:00 am Welcome- Diane F., Area 29
Treatment Committee Chair
11:15am Bringing an AA meeting into
a Treatment Facility
12:00 pm Lunch
12:30 pm Treatment Facility Speaker
1:15 pm Bridging the Gap (BTG) and
Q&A Session
2:00 pm Close with Responsibility
Statement




BALTIMORE INTERGROUP COUNCIL OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, INC.
8635 Loch Raven Blvd, Suite #4, 2™ Floor, Baltimore, Md. 21286
410-663-1922 / Fax: 410-663-7465
intergroup@baltimoreaa.org

Celebrate your Anniversary and help carry the message! Please participate in the:

ANNIVERSARY & BIRTHDAY PLAN

Please complete this form -- call or email the office by the 15 of the preceding month for
anniversaries to be printed in the bulletin. Or, mail them by the 10" to allow time for delivery.

Please list the name and phone # of the person to contact if the Intergroup office has any
guestions:

Name: Group: Phone #:

For over the past 45 years, many anniversary celebrants have donated $1.00 per year of
sobriety to the ** Birthday Plan **. Your donations help us CARRY the MESSAGE to the still
suffering alcoholic.

**Birthday Plan

15t Name & Last Initial Celebration Day/Date # Years Contribution
(NOT Anniv. Date) Amount**

** Individual members may contribute up to $5,000 in any year of sobriety; $5,000
posthumously. As always, this is only a suggestion and may vary as an individual desires. **

Please Keep In Mind

e List the date the individual will celebrate; NOT the actual anniversary date.

e List first names and last initial.

e List group name as it appears in the directory.

e Call the Intergroup Office or email to intergroup@baltimoreaa.org

e If mailing, please post before the 10*" of the month, to allow time for delivery.
e Make checks payable to: Baltimore Intergroup


mailto:intergroup@baltimoreaa.org

BECOME A FAITHFUL FRIEND!

Faithful Friends are A.A. members who pledge monthly contributions of $5 or more or yearly
contributions of $60 or more (up to $5,000 per member per year). These monthly or yearly gifts are
made beyond what’s contributed to the basket at meetings and go directly to support the Intergroup
Office. As a thank you, you have the option to receive a free hardcopy subscription to our monthly
bulletin delivered by first class mail.

Faithful Friends are committed to supporting AA knowing that we spent much

supporting in keeping with the Seventh Tradition, the money necessary for
A.A.’s survival and day-to-day operations can only come from individual A.A.
members and A.A. groups. Your generosity keeps the Intergroup office open
and running smoothly so that A.A. can be available to carry the message to
suffering alcoholics in the Baltimore metropolitan area.

NAME:
ADDRESS: CITY: STATE:
ZIP: PHONE NUMBER:
EMAIL: PLEASE SEND MY FREE BULLETIN VIA: [1P.0. [INo, thank you.
mONTHLY PLEDGE AMOUNT: \
OR YEARLY PLEDGE AMOUNT:
[1 S5
0 $10 T $60
[J S$25 (] Other
[0 $50
\ [] Other j
To pay:

Visit www.baltimoreaa.org/contribute to contribute online or call the Intergroup Office at 410-663-1922

or send us a check made payable to: Baltimore Intergroup.

Baltimore Intergroup Council of Alcoholics Anonymous is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and contributions are tax-deductible.

BALTIMORE INTERGROUP COUNCIL
8635 LOCH RAVEN BLVD., # 4 BALTIMORE, MD 21286
410-663-1922 e intergroup@baltimoreaa.org ¢ www.baltimoreaa.org



mailto:intergroup@baltimoreaa.org
http://www.baltimoreaa.org/contribute

Concept V

Throughout our world services structure, ¢ traditional "Right of Appeal” ought
to prevail, thus assuring us that minovily opinion will be heard and that
petitions for the redress of personal grievances will be carefully considered

N ewcomers fo A.A’s General Service Conference are
often surprised at the pains taken by the

presiding officer to make sure the minority has a second
opportunity to present its views. Even afer extensive
debate on an issue, followed by a vote in which a
“substantial unanimity” is reached, those opposed are
polled individually to see if they wish to speak further to
their minority view. In fact, numerous instances can be
cited in which this minority view is so compelling the
Conference has then reversed itself,

This is A.A.’s “Right of Appeal” in action, and Bili
says the same principle should apply to meetings of our
area commiflees, {rustee committees and boards. On
an issue of grave importance, the minority has the
actual duty of presenting its views.

This “Right of Appeal” recognizes that minotities
frequently can be right; that even when they are in
error they still perform a most valuable service when
they compel a thorough-going dehate on important
issues. The wellheard minority, therefore, is our chief
protection against an uninformed, misinformed,
hasty or angry majority.

“Trusted servants,” according to Bill, “do for the
groups what the groups cannot or should not do for
themselves,” And in exercising their “Right of Decision’
{see Concept I}, trusted servants are almost always
“a stnall but truly qualified minority” — whether in the
form of area commitiees, staffs, boards or even the
General Service Conference itself. It is incumbent upon
them, therefore, in their own meetings, to pay special
deference to the minority voice.

1l

This Concept also warns us of “the tyranny of
the majority” and points out that in A A, a simple
majority is seldom sufficient basis for a decision.
That's why we usually require at least a two-thirds
majority. Lacking this, it is preferable to delay the
decision; or in the case of an election following the
*Third Legacy Procedure,” to “go to the hat.” (See
Service Manual, Chapter 1)

The “Right of Appeal” also permits any person in
the service structure, whether paid or volunteer, to
petition for redress of a personal grievance. He or
she can complain directly to the General Service
Board, without prejudice or fear of reprisal.
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