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“The essence of all growth is a willingness to change for the better and then an unremitting willingness to shoulder whatever
responsibility this entails” - As Bill Sees It p. 115. Reprinted with permission by AAWS, Inc.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e The next intergroup meeting will be held hybrid on Monday, April 8" at 7:30 pm
We will be meeting in person at the Baltimore Intergroup Office, 8635 Loch Raven
Blvd, Suite 4, Meeting ID: 823 0552 8441 Password: 414036.

Step 4
Made a searching and

fearless moral inventory
of ourselves. e Weare looking for your stories about recovery, the Steps, life in AA! We want to

publish your AA stories, 500-1000 words. We also want to know your favorite parts

of the Big Book and why? Please email any content to kathleenw@baltimoreaa.org

Tradition 4 ¢ The Activities Committee Meets the 1% Thursday of the month. The next meeting is

Each group should be on April 4th at 7:00pm or via Zoom- Meeting ID: 853 8811 1604 Password: 552430
autonomous except in All are welcome!

matters affecting other

groups or A.A. as a whole ¢ Do you want to join our new Facebook page? Click here for a link. It will only be

good for 24 hours. You can also friend “Baltimore Bob” (Bob works at Baltimore
Intergroup and the profile pic is cake that says One Day at a Time. Once you friend
Bob, he will invite you to join.) Once you are a member of the page, click invite on
the Baltimore Intergroup FB page and invite your AA friends.

Concept 4
At all responsible levels,

we ought to maintain a e Sign up for our monthly bulletin and newsletter! There is a link on the front page of
traditional “Right of our website to sign up. Thank you to all who have sent in writing contributions to
Participation” allowing a The Sober Times.

voting representation in INSTITUTION COMMITTEE

reasonable proportion to
the responsibility that
each must discharge.

e The next Institution meeting will be hybrid on Friday, April 19th at 7pm. Join us
in person at University Baptist Church, 34th & Greenway (Charles Village,
21218), or on Zoom. The Zoom room opens at 6:45pm. We welcome anyone
who is interested in doing service work to come to the meeting. Note: The
Zoom information has changed to the following — Meeting ID: 851 0978 7096;

The Principle of Step Password: 036778

Courage e Groups / Sponsors Needed— The Institution Committee is assigning
homegroups and sponsors for in person and online commitments. Let us
know your group’s preference. Please fill out this form if you or your group
would like to carry the message. Intergroup will list the monthly
commitment schedule on the website under password protection.

Institution Representatives can get information from our website.

LITERATURE STORE
e @ Experience Has Taught Us: An Introduction to our Twelve Tradiitions -

Has Taught Us:
A RGO T T
GUR TWELVE TRASHTAOHS

Now available for purchase (50.50) in our Literature store and replaces the pamphlet, Twelve Traditions
7‘1 j lllustrated. This booklet provides a concise description of the 12 Traditions, discusses the
_}- -t)- o origin of these guidelines, and illustrates how they serve to protect A.A. unity in real world
““““““ situations.



https://baltimoreaa.org/institutions-speaker-sign-up-form/

e AA Grapevine will be increasing subscription prices to offset increased production costs. Renew by April 15" and save $7 by locking
into current prices. Click here to access the Grapevine website.

GROUP ANNIVERSARIES
If your group is celebrating an anniversary of any length either in-person or via Zoom, contact us. Call: (410) 663-1922 or
email: intergroup@baltimoreaa.org.

NEW MEETINGS/NEEDS SUPPORT

o  NEW-0ne Voice, (O)(D)(Essex, 21224) meets on Wednesday at 4:00pm. Location: 1107 North Point Blvd.
Professional Building, Suite 223 [4/24]

o NEW-Stay, Don’t Leave, (O)(D)(Beg)(Parkville, 21234) meets on Wednesday at 7:00pm. Meetings will be held every
Wednesday EXCEPT for the first Wednesday of the month.  [2/24]

o NEW-Women’s Friday Night (for women those who identify as women and non-binary meeting) on Fridays from
5:30-6:30pm at Church of the Guardian Angel, 2631 Huntingdon Ave. Baltimore, MD 21211 [2/24]

o Needs Support — More About Alcoholism (0)(D)(Balto, 21227 ) resumed meeting Saturday, 3:00pm at a new location:
The Church of the Holy Apostles & St. Stephen, 901 Courtney Rd, 21227  [3/24]

o Needs Support —Highlandtown Friday Morning which meets on Friday at 11am. St. Casimir’s Meeting room, 2736

O’Donnell St. Highlandtown, 21224 [3/24]
o Needs Support- Pikesville Big Book Study which meets at 12pm on Tuesday invites members to attend the group’s
meeting and support their study/discussion of the basic text, Alcoholics Anonymous. [11/23]

MEETING CHANGES /UPDATES
e Reopened /New Location — More About Alcoholism (0)(D)(Balto, 21227 ) resumed meeting Saturday, 3:00pm at a
new location: The Church of the Holy Apostles & St. Stephen, 901 Courtney Rd, 21227
e Reopened and In-Person - Good Samaritan (O)(D)(Balto, 21202) resumed meeting Saturday at 1:00pm.
o Reopened and In-Person —Loch Raven group (O)(D)(Balto, 21239) meets on Wednesday evenings at 7pm
o Discontinued — A Spiritual Activity: was Sunday at 7:30pm in Dundalk, 21222
e Discontinued —Covered By Grace: was Saturday at 6:30pm in Dundalk, 21222

GROUP INFORMATION & EVENTS
e The annual OLD TIMERS meeting will be held on Sunday, April 7" 11:00am at the 857 Club (100 S. Haven St. 21224).

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
e Sobriety Show tokens are available at the office for $2 each. Please help support the show by purchasing a token.
e Sobriety Show, May 11, 2024 needs volunteers to help at the event. Sign up here

G.S.0. & MARYLAND GENERAL SERVICE EVENTS

o 74™ General Service Conference Agenda Items

e  Plain Language Big Book (PLBB) Frequently Asked Questions

IN MEMORIUM
e We offer our sincere condolences to the family and friends of Rick H., who passed away in December. Rick was a
member of Brooklyn Keep Coming Back and a true power of example. He will be missed.
e We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to the friends and family of Brian M., who passed away on March
23" Brian was a member of the More About Alcoholism group.

I am responsible.... When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help,
| want the hand of A.A. always to be there. And for that: | am responsible.


https://www.aagrapevine.org/store/us-subscriptions?trackingcode=M43AP1
mailto:intergroup@baltimoreaa.org
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=wednesday&meeting=one-voice
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=wednesday&search=stay&meeting=stay-put-dont-leave
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/womens-friday-night/
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=saturday&meeting=more-about-alcoholism-2
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=tuesday&meeting=pikesville-big-book-study
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=saturday&meeting=more-about-alcoholism-2
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?search=goo&meeting=good-samaritan
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?meeting=loch-raven
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?search=857&meeting=sunday-breakfast-at-857-club
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848ACA82DA6F9C43-48492017-sobriety
https://baltimoreaa.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/PLBB-FAQs-2024-EN.pdf
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Groups In Attendance

164
24 Hours Group
ABC
As Bill Sees It
Better Way of Life
Brooklyn Keep Coming Back
Captain’s Table
Catonsville Noon
Catonsville Young People
Common Solution
Cowenton
Dawn Patrol
Eastside Early Risers
Eldersburg Into Action
Folly Quarter Tuesday Night
Fort Smallwood Friday Night Step
Freetime
GALA
Glen Burnie HOW
Glen Gardens
Hampden 12 & 12
Hopkins
Hot Dog 12 & 12
Hunt Valley Sunday Morning
Jacksonville Step STP
Magothy 12 & 12
Monday Night Grace
Mustard Seed
New Beginnings of Hope Womens
ODAT
Over the Rainbow
Overlea Monday Night
Phoenix Discussion
PLG group
Register
Retread
Serenity Circle
Serenity Now
Sober Lights
Sober Sisters
Strangely Insane
Towson Womens
Welcome Group
Westminster Wed Night
Working With Others
Wrath of Grapes

MARCH MINUTES

March 11,2023 |

Next Meeting: April 8, 2023

Dave L. (Vice Chairperson) called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and opened
with the Serenity Prayer. This meeting took place only on Zoom.

New Group Representatives: There were five new group representatives for
the Council to welcome.

Minutes: David R. (Recording Secretary) presented the minutes from the
January 8, 2024 meeting. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to
accept the minutes.

Treasurer’s Report: Mike W. (Treasurer) presented last month’s Financial
Report. Ordinary income was $11,240.21 which included $6,027.58 from AA
groups and $2,644.58 from individual members. The Activities Committee
income: $2,468.00. Ordinary expenses were $14,630.49 yielding net ordinary
income (loss) of -$3,390.28. Literature revenue was $5,987.19, with literature
expenses of $4,132.76, yielding net literature income of $1,854.43. Therefore,
net income (loss) for February was $-1,535.85. Total assets were $246,450.08.

Manager’s Report: Kathleen W. (Office Manager) Active Meetings: 707
Hybrid: 80
Online: 115
In Person: 512
Website Statistics for February:
* 21,633 distinct visitors
® 132,942 page views
e Literature Store online Sales: $859.60
Office Visitors: 120
Mailchimp: 3126 emails sent (i.e. Bulletin, Newsletter, Announcements) of
which 1716 were opened. 55% viewed
* Kathleen further reported: The office is switching to QuickBooks online in
April 2024, please be patient as our staff will be learning a new program.
Improvements are emailed receipts, work from home and connect our
inventory for the store.
*  Working on categorizing and preserving our archives in the office to be
able to display
*  We have put a link to the 74th General Service Conference Agenda items
on our website under important notices
*  We are looking for stories, anecdotes, cartoons, etc... for The Sober Times
newsletter, please send to kathleenw@balitmoreaa.org
*  Office is fully staffed with volunteers
*  You can order the bulletin or newsletter to be mailed to your house every
month for a $24 subscription fee per item. You can order online or call the
office. If ordering online, please provide your mailing address in the notes
section.

*  We are trying to update the meetings to the meeting schedule. Please
remember to call the office if your group is no longer hybrid, changed virtual



mailto:kathleenw@baltimoreaa.org

meeting info, or not meeting in person anymore.

Activities Committee Report: Kathleen W. reported that the Gratitude Breakfast is this Sunday. Tickets must be purchased
in advance for $25.00. The Sobriety Show will be on May 11, and we need volunteers for several jobs. There will be no Crab
Feast this year because it would be too expensive. The Committee is looking at putting on a New Year's Eve Dance. They
are also looking for members with more than 25 years of sobriety for an Old Timer's Panel in June or July.

Answering Service Committee Report: Melody reported that in February there were 118 regular calls and three 12-Step
Calls. All shifts are currently filled.

Public Information Committee Report: No report

Cooperation with Professional Community, and Speakers Committees: Ferdinand reported that the Committee attended
the Mind Over Matter Workshop on March 9. This was organized by the Baltimore County Public Schools. The Committee
made some great connections with schools, parents, etc.

Representatives will attend the Drug and Violence Expo in Carroll County this spring. They will also attend the Tuerk
Conference on April 23.

Speakers Committee Report: No report.

Literature Committee Report: Eddie T. reported that the Committee will sell AA books this weekend at the Gratitude
Breakfast.

Internet/Website Committee Report: No report
Institution Committee Report: No report

Outreach Committee Report: Melissa B (Chairperson) Melissa B., Chairperson, reported that the committee attended two
meetings in February. Home group reps should let Intergroup know as early as possible if your group is having an
anniversary. The Outreach Committee attempts to send a representative to help celebrate for first year anniversaries and
multiples of five years.

Chairperson Report: Dave L. reported on the questions about the trial Intergroup Face Book page. AA General Service
Office does not indicate that a FB page violates any traditions. Intergroup Council will vote on the page at the March
meeting. Reps should talk to their groups, present the facts, and arrive at a group opinion. Only IG reps will be allowed to
vote. Reps will be able to present the position of their group on the question for up to two minutes. There was a Q&A
about the FB page sent out to reps.

Old Business: “Intergroup Face Book Page”

Intergroup Chair Dave L. led the initial discussion about the proposed Intergroup Facebook page. The Intergroup Board
met to discuss the issue via Zoom on March 3, 2024. The Board decided that the FB page does not violate any AA
Traditions. In addition, Kathleen W. checked with GSO and found that they have no official opinion on FB. However, it
decided that it was important to put the page to a vote at this meeting.

The Board established the following ground rules for the discussion and vote:
* The meeting would be conducted on Zoom so that everyone will have the chance to participate and to get an
accurate count of votes.
* Each Intergroup Representative can present the opinion of his or her home group for up to two minutes.
*  Only IG reps, Board members, and Committee chairs will be allowed to speak and vote on the issue.
* 1G reps should talk to their home groups and get a group conscience decision
* A Q&A about the proposed FB page was sent to IG reps to help with their home group discussions.
* IG reps, Board members and Committee chairs would be asked to identify themselves as voting members by



placing the letter “V” at the start of their name when they sign into the Zoom meeting. This would make it easier
to count votes and make sure that only legitimate attendees were voting.

Kurt W. was introduced as the moderator of the discussion. He reported that we would use a modified Roberts Rules of
Order format used by GSO. The vote would require a 2/3 majority to pass. Speakers were urged to limit their remarks to
points not raised by a previous speaker.

The following motion was introduced and seconded: | move that the Baltimore Intergroup implement a private
Facebook page for informational purposes only with no member comments allowed for a trial period of six months, after

which its usefulness and effectiveness will be reevaluated by this body.

There followed a lengthy discussion period in which IG reps reported on the opinion of their groups. After the discussion,
a vote was held via a function of the Zoom meeting. Legitimate voters were given a box to record their vote.

The motion passed: 71% for and 29% against. Kurt then offered a chance for any dissenters to speak for two minutes
each for the minority opinion.

Intergroup Council will review the FB page at a meeting in six months. At that point there will be a vote to continue the
page, modify it, or scrap it.

New Business: None
Announcements: None

Motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and passed. Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, David R., Recording Secretary



Baltimore Intergroup Council of AA
Group Contributions

February 2024

Group Name February YTD
ABC 172.75 Reisterstown Sunday Night 12 Step
Bethany Lane 120.00 120.00 Ruxton Group
Better Way Of Life 123.58 990.38 Saturday Morning Rodgers Forge
Big Book Study 5.00 5.00 Saturday Night Recovery
Caton-Wilkens New Hope 96.00 96.00 Serenity Now
Catonsville Courage To Change 75.00 Simply Women
Dawn Patrol 240.00 660.00 Sober Sisters
Early Riser Lutherville 120.00 Spiritually Sober
Eldersburg Noon 40.00 40.00 St. Anthony's Mid-Day
Eldersburg Thursday Night Women's 30.00 St. Paul's
Emory 24 Hour 125.00 Sunday Morning Agape
Essex Eye Opener 200.00 Texas
Evergreen 200.55 The Farm
Fallston Early Saturday Group 20.00 60.00 The Lunch Bunch
Folly Quarter Tuesday Night 300.00 300.00 The Morning Group
Free At Last 90.00 The Real Thing-Women's
Freetime 180.00 180.00 There Is A Solution
Friends of Bill W. 700.00 700.00 Towson Women's
GALAA 10.10 Wake Up World
Gamber Monday 40.00 40.00 Welcome Group
Glen Burnie H.O.W. 100.00 West Friendship Wednesday
Happy Destiny Noon 50.00 Westminster Wednesday Night
Harford Road Thursday Morning 100.00 Wrath Of Grapes
High & Low Sobriety 25.00 25.00 Wyman Park Meeting
Hope is Found Here 319.29
Hopkins 300.00 900.00
Keep it Simple 11th Step 40.00 40.00
Living Sober 100.00 Anonymous
Magothy 12 & 12 337.00 Birthday Plan
Manchester Friday Night 100.00 100.00 Faithful Friends
ME Group 1,008.00 Individual
New Beginning Women's 230.00 230.00 Subscriptions
Nu Women 96.00
Oakland Mills 248.32 Group Contributions:
Over The Rainbow 100.00 200.00 Total February:
Pasadena Wednesday Noon 100.00 100.00
Pikesville Big Book Study 48.00
Pikesville North 150.00 150.00
Red Rose 141.00 141.00

February
200.00
50.00
700.00
215.00

240.00

80.00

200.00
62.00

183.00
240.00

78.00

300.00

20.49
58.00
1,241.00
1,079.97
245.12
2,644.58

5,598.58

8,243.16

YTD
200.00
50.00
700.00
350.00
148.13
249.77
240.00
65.03
180.00
135.00
40.00
200.00
62.00
100.00
160.00
183.00
240.00
51.00
78.00
329.57
100.00
211.56
33.00
300.00

Page 1 of 1



PLAIN LANGUAGE BIG BOOK (PLBB) FAQs

1.

How did the PLBB come about?

The development of a plain language Big Book can be traced back to an agenda
topic in 2016, at which time the General Service Conference began the
assessment of the need for plain language literature. Following lots of in-depth
research and reports, in 2021 the Conference as a whole requested:

“That a draft version of the book, Alcoholics Anonymous, be translated into
plain and simple language and be developed in a way that is accessible
and relatable to as wide of an audience as possible and that a progress
report or draft be brought back to the 2022 Conference Literature
Committee.”

. Will the PLBB replace the Big Book?

No. The intent was and remains for the PLBB to be a tool to access original text
and be a companion piece. The original Big Book is not going away and will
remain in publication.

. Is this the first time A.A. has developed plain language literature?

No. Most of our pamphlets are in plain language. Also, at the time the Big Book
was first published, Dr. Bob was concerned that the language was beyond the
capability of blue-collar members to grasp and, as a result, 5 pamphlets (still
available and known as The Akron Pamphlets) were written by Evan W. at the
request of Dr. Bob during the 1940s.

What is Plain Language?

Plain language is a style of writing designed for word choice, sentence structure,
and layout to improve readability and increase understanding.

. Is it a word-for-word translation?

No. It is a rewrite into plain language that also reflects the scope of the task
assigned to ensure that the draft “be developed in a way that is accessible and
relatable to as wide of an audience as possible.”

. Will it be available in Spanish and French?

We will address this question if and when the PLBB is published. However, we
understand that English Plain Language is an approach not a language and so



any simplified French or Spanish versions will need to spring from the original
translations into French and Spanish.

. What reading level will the PLBB be at?
5% Grade

. Why is the draft confidential to Conference Members only and why can’t |
see a draft?

Historically, whenever the Conference reviews new or significantly revised books
or pamphlets, only the Conference Literature Committee (or whichever
Committee is reviewing the item) is provided with copies of the new or revised
literature before Conference begins. In the case of pamphlets, all other
Conference members have been required to sign out copies of the new or
revised pamphlet(s) sometime during Conference and have been given a limited
time to review the literature. In the case of books, Conference members, other
than those on the reviewing committees, have not been given any opportunity to
review the manuscripts and have, therefore, had to base their votes entirely on
the recommendation of the committee. The reasons for operating in this way are
as follows:

1) In order to retain the copyright of A.A’’s literature assets, we have to be
able to assert that they were not “at large,” shared widely in whole or in
part within the Fellowship or shared on social media, prior to being
published.

2) It usually takes several years to complete a piece of A.A. literature.
During that time, multiple versions of the piece are shared with the
reviewing Conference Committee. If shared widely, it would be possible
for the Fellowship and the public to become confused about what is in
revision, what is the current revision and what is “Conference
Approved.”

When circumstances such as these require that we trust the Conference process
explicitly, it may be helpful to remember that Tradition 2 asserts that God’s will is
expressed through the group conscience and that Concept 2 states that the
Conference has become “the active voice and the effective conscience of our
whole Society in its world affairs.”

. What is being translated?
Five things:

i) The Doctor’s Opinion
ii) The first 164 pages of the original



iii) Dr. Bob’s Nightmare

iv) The Appendices

V) Forewords from the first 4 editions (which, together, are now a new
Appendix VIII in the translation)

There will also be a new Preface, a new Foreword, and a Glossary.

The stories (other than Chapter 1 — Bill’s Story and Dr. Bob’s Nightmare) are not
being translated.

10.Does that mean the Steps, Traditions, and Warranties are being changed?

No. As laid out in the Conference Charter, only a % vote of all the groups in the
world responding to a proposal has the authority to do that.

The Steps and Traditions will be printed in their current form. However,
alongside those items, an explanation in plain language will be included.

11.What will be the title of the PLBB?

Subject to the draft being approved for publication and the views of the General
Service Conference, the working title is: Plain Language Big Book: A Tool for
Reading Alcoholics Anonymous.

12.How much has this cost?

The hard costs are $100,000 for the writer and approximately $40,000 in
publishing-related expenses. $140,000 to date.

13. What printing options will be available if this book gets published?

As with other A.A. Conference approved literature, hardcover softcover and large
print are options that will be decided if the Conference approves publication.

14.How was the writer chosen and are they an A.A. member?

Alcoholic Committee Members chose the best writer for the task through a
Request For Proposal (RFI) process. Proposals were received from A.A.
members and non-A.A. members. The writer who was eventually chosen is not
an A.A. member. Alcoholics have been reviewing the work of the writer at all
stages and making changes to ensure that the intent (as expressed in the RFI)
that it “must capture the welcoming and inclusive spirit of Alcoholics
Anonymous and inspire a sense of belonging and hope in the alcoholic
seeking help” is followed.



15.Was Al (ChatGPT or similar) used in the plain language big book
development?

No Al or text generator was used in the plain language draft.

16.Were any Non-Alcoholics on the Tools to Access the Big Book (TABB) or
Plain Language Big Book (PLBB) subcommittees?

No. All members were alcoholics.
17.How will the PLBB address gender and God?

The gender of named individuals will not be changed, but where the example

given is of an archetype, e.g. the Jaywalker, we will switch up things so that there

is a broader representation of both men and women. The original Big Book
contains about 250 he/him/his to about 50 she/her/hers. The plain language big
book will be more balanced.

Where God is mentioned, and will continue to be mentioned, this is sometimes
paired with ‘Higher Power.”

18.When the 2023 General Service Conference got to review the work in
progress, i.e., the draft of the first 6 chapters, what did the Conference
think?

The response was overwhelmingly positive. Even those who initially expressed
concerns liked the plain language BB after reviewing it.

19.If published, who will own the copyright?
Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc.
20.What happens next?

The 74" General Service Conference will review the complete draft at the
Conference. Possible outcomes include:

i) Approving the draft for publication as presented

ii) Approving the draft with minor changes as may be suggested by
the Conference Committee on Literature or the Conference floor

iii) Sending the draft back for more work, indicating the issues to be
addressed

iv) Halting the project



 SHOWW DATE: SATURDAY
MAY 1, 2024

LOCATION

ALL PROCEEDS HELP THE SUPPORT THE
BALTIMORE INTERGROUP




AREA 29 PRESENTSITS

Mini-Conference
April 6, 2024

9:00 AM-4:00PM

Severna Park United Methodist Church
731 Benfield Rd., Severna Park, MD

Also on Zoom
Meeting ID: 859 2615 5366
Passcode: 430049




Camzectmg,ﬂwﬂaat
the Present

i)
2/

TOPICS INCLUDE: =

e

e The Big Book in Plain Language: How & Why @

e The History of The Book, 12 Steps & 12
Traditions

e Maryland & Local History of AA from a W
. . I[l
Service Perspective

Saturday, May 4, 2024
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

North Baltimore Mennonite Church
4615 Roland Avenue, Baltimore, MD




The principle of “Right of Participation” is built into

the General Service Conference through the Con-
ference Charter. Voting members inciude ot only
delegates, but also the trustees, and the directors and
staff members of A.A{_;Worid Services (i.e. G.5.0.) and

Throughout our Conference structure, we the A.A. Grapevine
gugf? to 'I“f;';“f];” ?tpalln{efspopszf?le I‘?VE;S a In the same way, the boards of these two operating
1ha tl m"z ; 19 .fo . articipation :cakmg calrg entities include as voting members not only trustees,

al eacn classification or group of our wor but also non-trustee directors and paid administrators
servants shall be ailowed a voting represent- and staff members

ation in reasonable proportion to the responsi-
bility that each must discharge.

PROPOIED:
ATy P
pebHr A ADNEN

AN

C oncept IV Bill warns against the possibility of

new delegates or trustees trying to “weaken,
modify or toss out” the “Right of Participation.”
He cites arguments by delegates to take away the
trustees’, directors’ and staff members’ vote at the
Conference. “Certainly,” he says,“our trustees and
service workers are not less conscientious,
experienced and wise than the delegates.”

Finaily, there is a spiritual reason for the “Right of Participation.” All of us desire to belong. In A.A_, no
members are "second class.” The “Right of Participation” therefore reinforces Tradition Two, that no
member is placed in “ultimate authority” over another . We perform our tasks better when our ‘participa-

tion’ assures us we are truly the ‘trusted servants’ described in Tradition Two.”
reprinted from the pamphlet “The Twelve Concepts for World Services lllustrated

Concept Checklist

Do we understand the spiritual principles underiying the “Right of Participation?”

What does “in reasonaibe proportion” mean? Do we understand when it is appropriate for
A.A. paid staff to have a vote at the General Service Conference or in our local service

structure?

Do we expect that, because we are A.A. members, we should be allowed to vote at any group,
even if we are not active members of that group?

April 2010




“Each group should be autonomous except in matters affecting
other groups or A.A. as a whole.”

Wherever two or more alcoholics are gathered to practice A.A. principles,
they can call themselves a group.

There are all kinds of A.A. groups — big groups, little groups, groups that meet in candlelight
or groups that meet on the beach. Some groups focus on beginners; some encourage

sharing only from people with long-term sobriety.
Underneath it all runs the powerful need to offer the hand of A.A. to all who reach
for it. And each group is free to decide exactly how they will do so.



CONTRIBUTE

o) -
-

FAITHFUL FRIENDS

Faithful Friends are A.A. members
who graciously pledge to contribute
at least $5 each month/$60 each year

3 [ T HFE - to support the Baltimore Intergroup
‘ - S office. Faithful Fiver contributions go
The Birthday Plan has been an A.A. a long way in helping make our vital
Tradition since 1955! SEIVICES
possible. As a thank you, you will
Contributions to express gratitude for sobriety can be receive a free subscription to the

made in any amount, e.g. a dollar per year, a penny a monthly bulletin.
day, etc. We will list your name and the number of
years you have been sober on the monthly Anniversary
List.

Anniversary list submissions are due by the 20t
day prior to month of celebration. Call or email the
office with member anniversaries to include:

e Celebrant’s First Name/Last Initial
e Group where the member is celebrating
e (Celebration Date (even if different than actual

anniversary) CONTRIBUTE
e Number of years sober PLEDGE FORM.

Bulletin Subscription

A yearly bulletin subscription can be purchased for $24. A
hard copy version of the monthly bulletin will be mailed to you every month.

The electronic version of the monthly bulletin is free. If you would like the
bulletin emailed to you. Please contact the office by phone or email to be
added to the subscriber list. You will also receive all “Dr. Bob”
announcements from the Intergroup to keep you updated.

Individual members may contribute up to 55,000 in any year of sobriety; 510,000 posthumously.


https://baltimoreaa.org/contributions/
https://baltimoreaa.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/12.-Faithful-Friends-sign-up-form-1-PAGE.pdf
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