
 
 

Step 5 
Admitted to God, to 

ourselves, and to another 
human being the exact 
nature of our wrongs. 

 
 

Tradition 5 
Each group has but one 
primary purpose—to 

carry its message to the 
alcoholic who still suffers. 

 
 

Concept 5 
Throughout our world 

service structure, a 
traditional “Right of 

Appeal” out to prevail, 
thus assuring us that 

minority opinion will be 
heard and that petitions 

for the redress of personal 
grievances will be 

carefully considered. 
 

 
Principle of Step 5 

Integrity 

BALTIMORE INTERGROUP COUNCIL OF 
 

 
 

“In meditation, debate has no place.  We rest quietly with the thoughts or prayers of spiritually centered people who understand, so 
that we may experience and learn” – Twelve and Twelve p. 100. Reprinted with permission by AAWS, Inc. 

 
             ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The next intergroup meeting will be held hybrid on Monday, May 13th at 7:30 pm   We 
will be meeting in person at the Baltimore Intergroup Office, 8635 Loch Raven Blvd, 
Suite 4.  Online Information - Meeting ID: 823 0552 8441 Passcode:  414036.   

• The Intergroup office will be closed on Monday, May 27th in observance of the Memorial 
Day holiday. The 24/7 help line will be answered by our volunteers. We thank them for 
their service.  

• DO YOU HAVE AN OLD SOBRIETY SHOW TOKEN? If you have a spare show token from any 
of the following years: 2005, 2007; AND would like to donate it to Intergroup, please 
drop it off at the office.  

• We are looking for your stories about recovery, the Steps, life in AA! We want to publish 
your AA stories, 500-1000 words. We also want to know your favorite parts of the Big 
Book and why? Please email any content to kathleenw@baltimoreaa.org 

• The Activities Committee meets the 1st Thursday of the month.  The next meeting is on 
May 2nd at 8:00pm (Only this Month) via Zoom- Meeting ID:  853 8811 1604 Passcode:  
552430  All are welcome! 

• Do you want to join our new Facebook page?  You can friend “Baltimore Bob” (Bob 
works at Baltimore Intergroup and the profile pic is a cake that says One Day at a Time.  
Once you “friend” Bob, he will invite you to join).  Once you are a member of the page, 
click invite on the Baltimore Intergroup FB page and invite your AA friends.  

•   Sign up for our monthly bulletin and newsletter! There is a link on the front page of our        
website to sign up. Thank you to all who have sent in writing contributions to The Sober 
Times.   

INSTITUTION COMMITTEE 
• The next Institution meeting will be hybrid on Friday, May 17th at 7pm. Join us in 

person at University Baptist Church, 34th & Greenway (Charles Village, 21218), or 
on Zoom. The Zoom room opens at 6:45pm. We welcome anyone who is 
interested in doing service work to come to the meeting. Note: The Zoom 
information has changed to the following – Meeting ID: 851 0978 7096; Password: 
036778  

• Groups / Sponsors Needed– The Institution Committee is assigning homegroups 
 and sponsors for in person and online commitments.  Let us know your group’s preference.  Please fill out this form  if 
you or your group would like to carry the message.  Intergroup will list the monthly commitment schedule on the 
website under password protection.  Institution Representatives can get information from our website. 
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LITERATURE STORE 
• NEW FROM GRAPEVINE and available for purchase at our Litereature Store:  Our Twelve Steps—   
Members share experience, strength, and hope as they work the AA program.  $11.50 plus tax. 
• Looking for inspirational reading?  Check out some of the other AA Grapevine publications for 
sale at our Literature Store.  Example:  Prayer & Meditation; Voices of Women in AA; Emotional 
Sobriety; Language of the Heart, etc.  Visit the office to make purchases in person or visit our online 
Literature Store.   
 

GROUP ANNIVERSARIES 
*If your group is celebrating an anniversary of any length either in-person or via Zoom, contact us. Call: (410) 663-1922 or 
email: intergroup@baltimoreaa.org* 
 
• West Baltimore group will celebrate 76 years of service to the fellowship on Wednesday, May 15th.  Potluck dinner 

at 7pm followed the meeting at 7:30pm. Location:  Salem Lutheran Church, 905 Fredrick Rd, Catonsville, MD  
21228.  All are invited. 

NEW MEETINGS/NEEDS SUPPORT 
• NEW – One Voice, (O)(D)(Essex, 21224) meets on Wednesday at 4:00pm. Location: 1107 North Point Blvd. 

Professional Building, Suite 223      [4/24]   
• NEW - Stay, Don’t Leave, (O)(D)(Beg)(Wheelchair Access) 8808 Harford Rd, St. John’s Lutheran Church(Parkville, 

21234) meets on Wednesday at 7:00pm. Meetings will be held every Wednesday EXCEPT for the first Wednesday 
of the month.     [2/24]   

• Needs Support – More About Alcoholism  (O)(D)(Balto, 21227 ) resumed meeting Saturday, 3:00pm at a new 
location:  The Church of the Holy Apostles & St. Stephen, 901 Courtney Rd, 21227       [3/24] 

• Needs Support – Highlandtown Friday Morning which meets on Friday at 11am.  St. Casimir’s Meeting room, 2736 
O’Donnell St. Highlandtown,  21224             [3/24] 

• Needs Support- Pikesville Big Book Study which meets at 12pm on Tuesday invites members to attend the group’s 
meeting and support their study/discussion of the basic text, Alcoholics Anonymous.  Meets in the library.     [11/23] 
 

MEETING CHANGES /UPDATES 
• New Time –The Bonfire Group (O)(D)(BEG)(Severn, 21144)This meeting now starts at 8:00pm at the same location- 

8187 Telegraph Rd.- Church at Severn Run.  This is an outdoor meeting.         [4/25] 

• New Time – ME group (O)(D)(Balto, 21218) This meeting now starts at 7:30pm at the same location- 4200 St. Paul 
St.- Second Presbyterian Church.          [4/25] 

• New Location – Catonsville Young People (O)(D)(Step)(Catonsville, 21228) will now meet at Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 2100 Westchester Ave, Catonsville, 21228 (Starting May 3, 2024) 

• New Location – Design For Living (O)(SPKR)(D)(Towson, 21204) now meets at Horizon Church of Towson, 40 Burke 
Avenue, Towson , 21204.  Still meets on Wednesday at 8pm. 

• Reopened / New Location – More About Alcoholism  (O)(D)(Balto, 21227 ) resumed meeting Saturday, 3:00pm at a 
new location:  The Church of the Holy Apostles & St. Stephen, 901 Courtney Rd, 21227        [3/25] 

• Discontinued – Curtis Bay Monday Noon – last meeting will be held on April 29th. Thanks for their many years of 
service.  

 
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

• Sobriety Show tokens are available at the office for $2 each. Please help support the show by purchasing a 
token.   

• SOBRIETY SHOW volunteers are still needed for this momentous event happening May 11th!  Sign up here to 
help. 

https://baltimoreaa.org/literature-store/
mailto:intergroup@baltimoreaa.org*
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?search=west+Baltimore&meeting=west-baltimore
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=wednesday&meeting=one-voice
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=wednesday&search=stay&meeting=stay-put-dont-leave
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=saturday&meeting=more-about-alcoholism-2
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=tuesday&meeting=pikesville-big-book-study
https://baltimoreaa.org/meetings/?weekday=saturday&meeting=more-about-alcoholism-2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848ACA82DA6F9C43-48492017-sobriety


•  Showcase your baking skills by donating a cake, cupcakes, cookies, or your “special recipe” treats.  All 
proceeds from the bake sale help support Baltimore Intergroup.  Drop off baked goods to the office by Friday, 
May 10th or bring them to the show on Saturday, May 11th.  

G.S.O. & MARYLAND GENERAL SERVICE EVENTS 
• Delegate’s Report Back, May 18, 2024, 8am-3pm Severna Park United Methodist Church (see flyer for Virtual Meeting info) 

• 74th General Service Conference Agenda Items 

• Plain Language Big Book (PLBB) Frequently Asked Questions 
 
IN MEMORIUM 
• We offer our prayers and condolences to the family and friends of Joe Nowak, (fondly named “pizza Joe”) who 

passed away in April.  Joe frequented and served meetings in the Parkville area for many years.  
• We are saddened to announce that Pat Davis, a member of the No Equal group, passed away in mid-April.  Our 

thoughts are with his friends and family. He will be missed by those regular groups he attended and served.  
• We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to the friends and family of Brian M., who passed away on March 

23rd.  Brian was a member of the More About Alcoholism group.   
• We send our heartfelt condolences to Lenny M who recently lost his wife. Prayers are offered to Lenny (Santa), 

Cowenton group and the AA community who fondly remember Ruthie.   

 

I am responsible…. When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, 
I want the hand of A.A. always to be there. And for that: I am responsible. 

https://baltimoreaa.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/PLBB-FAQs-2024-EN.pdf
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Chairperson:  Rod B. (Co-Intergroup Chairperson) called the meeting to order at 
7:30 pm and opened with the Serenity Prayer. This meeting took place at the 
Intergroup Offices and via Zoom. 

New Group Representatives: There were five new group representatives for 
the Council to welcome. 
 
Minutes: David R. (Recording Secretary) presented the minutes from the March 
11, 2024, meeting.  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the 
minutes.    
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mike W. (Treasurer) presented last month’s Financial 
Report. Ordinary income was $8,504.91 which included $8,523.75 from AA 
groups and $2,321.30 from individual members. The Activities Committee 
income was -$2,69940. This loss was caused by the need to pay venue deposits 
for upcoming events. Ordinary expenses were $16,880.04 yielding net ordinary 
income (loss) of -$8,375.13. Literature revenue was $3,704.36, with literature 
expenses of $3,885.66, yielding net literature income (loss) of -$181.31. 
Therefore, net income (loss) for March was -$8,556.43. Total assets were 
$241,350.93. 
 
Manager’s Report:  Kathleen W. (Office Manager) Active Meetings: 707 
Hybrid: 88     Online: 115    In Person: 506 
Website Statistics for February: 
• 27,952 distinct visitors (up 6,319)    • 125,020 page views 
Facebook:  
• 131 members  
• Average that see each post, 54-86 people 
Office Visitors: 120 
Mailchimp: 3167 emails sent (i.e. Bulletin, Newsletter, Announcements) of 
which 1705 were opened.   
• Kathleen further reported:  The office switched to QuickBooks online 
yesterday. Please be patient as our staff will be learning a new program. 
Improvements are emailed receipts, work from home and connect our 
inventory for the store.  
• We are looking for stories, anecdotes, cartoons, etc… for The Sober Times 
newsletter, please send to kathleenw@balitmoreaa.org  
• You can order the bulletin or newsletter to be mailed to your house every 
month for a $24 subscription fee per item. You can order online or call the 
office. If ordering online, please provide your mailing address in the notes 

section.  
• Facebook is going well! If you are a member of the page already, click “Invite” on the Intergroup FB page and invite 
your AA friends.  
• We have an old copier at the office we want to remove. If anyone can help us, please reach out to Kathleen 410-663-
1922  

• Individual contributions are significantly down  

 
Groups In Attendance 

 
164 

Baffled Lot 
Better Way of Life 

Brooklyn Keep Coming Back 
By the Book 

Brooklyn Keep Coming Back 
Catonsville Beginners 

Catonsville Step 
Cowenton 

Daily Reprieve 
Daybreak 

Eastside Early Risers 
Eldersburg Into Action 

Glen Gardens 
GALA 

Glen Burnie HOW 
Glen Gardens 

Hopkins 
Hunt Valley Sunday Morning 

Jacksonville Step STP 
Magothy 12 & 12 

Monday Night Grace 
Mustard Seed 
New Attitude 

Oakdale Group 
Phoenix Discussion 

Putty Hill Group 
Retread 

Riviera Beach 
Serenity Circle 
Serenity Now 
Sober Light 

Sober Sisters 
Strangely Insane 

The Hot Dog 12&12 
Towson Womens 
Welcome Group 

Westminster Wed Night 
Working With Others 

 
 
  
 

 
  



 
Activities Committee Report:  Kathleen W. reported that The Sobriety Show will by May 11, and we need volunteers for 
several jobs. Also, we are looking for cake contributions to sell at the show. The Committee is looking at putting on an “old 
school gala” this year. The Committee needs volunteers to help with numerous activities. Contact the Intergroup Office if 
you would like to help. 
 
Answering Service Committee Report:  Melody reported (Chairperson) that in March there were 127 regular calls and no 
12-Step Calls. All shifts are currently filled. However, the Committee would like people to volunteer to be on the waitlist so 
they can quickly fill vacancies. 
 
Public Information Committee Report:  No report 
 
Cooperation with Professional Community, and Speakers Committees: Ferdinand (Chairperson)  reported that the 
Committee attended the Carroll County  
Schools Drug and Alcohol Exposition. They answered questions for students and assisted with the Expo.  
Intergroup will have a booth at the Tuerk Conference on April 23 at the Baltimore Convention Center.  
The Committee is starting to reach out to area libraries and other learning institutions to distribute copies of the Big Book 
for the use of their constituencies.  
 
Speakers Committee Report: No report. 
Literature Committee Report: Eddie T. in attendance but had no report 
Internet/Website Committee Report: No report 
 
Institution Committee Report:  Denise L. (Chairperson) reported that the following Institutions need sponsorship: 
*Recovery Network Women's (In-Person, Monday, 7:00PM, 1706 East 33rd St., Baltimore, MD 21218), Need 1-Female 
Sponsor/Co-Sponsor ASAP, want to start meeting on May 6th.  
*Helping Up Mission (1216 E. Baltimore Street 21201 Women's, In-Person, Monday's 7:00PM) Need 2-Female Sponsors/Co-
Sponsors ASAP  
*Sheppard Pratt (7220 Discovery Drive, Garden Suite, Elkridge, MD 21075 In-Person, Thursday 7:00 PM) Need 1-Male or 
Female Sponsor/Co-Sponsor ASAP  
*Sheppard Pratt (6501 N Charles St, Weinberg BLDG, , Baltimore, MD 21212 In-Person, Wednesday 8:00 PM) Need 1-
Female Sponsor/Co-Sponsor ASAP  
Additionally, if your Homegroup would like to be included on the monthly service commitment schedule, bringing a 
meeting into an institution, use the link to sign up. Groups can even sign up for more than one commitment a month. 
Service work is a great way to safeguard your recovery. https://baltimoreaa.org/institutions-speaker-sign-up-form/  
 
Outreach Committee Report:  Becca H (Co-Chairperson) reported that the Committee will be attending the 55 year 
meeting anniversary of Riveria Beach. The celebration takes place on Sunday April 28, food, and fellowship at 6:30, meeting 
at 7:30 pm. 
 
Chairperson Report:  No report 
Old Business:  None 
New Business: An Intergroup Representative reported that the Group Conscience of their home group objects to what they 
see as a proliferation of “specialty groups”, that is, those that focus their membership on a particular gender, sexual 
orientation, spiritual outlook, etc. The IG Rep stated that these groups violated Tradition One by not promoting AA unity.  
Responses to this assertion included the fact that these groups do not bar attendance by anyone, and that Bill W. gave his 
blessing to groups that primarily consist of a single gender. Kathleen W. clarified that any home group is free to bring up 
issues such as these with the General Service Office.  
There was no further discussion, and no motion was made. 
 
Motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and passed.  Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, David R., Recording Secretary 
 



Baltimore Intergroup 1st Quarter 2024

Budgeted

Budgeted

Actual

Actual

428 Meetings 
(individual group

names-If your
meeting meets 5 days
a week online and in-

person, it was
counted once)
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ConceptV 
Ti1ro11ghor,t our world services stmcture, a traditio11al •flight of Appeal" ought 
lo prevail, thus ITTS1'ring us that mi11ority opinion will be heard a11d /hat 
petitions for the redress of Personal grievances will be carefully co,i,;idered 

N 
e"''COmers to A.A's GencraJ Service ConCercncc are 
often surprised at tt,e 1,ains taken by the 

pr�iding oificer to make sure U1c rnino1ity has a second 
opportunity lo present its views. Even after extensive 
debate t1n an issue, followed by a vote in which a 
"substantial unanbnity'" is reached, lhosc opposed are 
1iolled individually to •ee il they wish to speak further to 
their minority view, Tri l�ci, numerous instances can be 
cited in which this minority view is so compeUing Che 
Conferei,ce has then reversed itself. 

11lis is AA'• "Right of Appeal" in ac6on. and Bill 
says the same principle should apl)ly to meethlgs of our 
area commjtlces, trustee commit.tees and boards. On 
aL1 issue of grave lmp,orbmec, the ndnorily hH the 
actual duty of presenting ii< views. 

This "RJgl1tof Appeal' recognizes that miuoriUes 
freque11tly can be rigM; that evc11 wlien they are lt1 
error they stUI perform a most valuable service when 
U1ey compel a U,orough-going debate on im1,ortonl 
issut?!I. The welJ.heard mll10J'icy, lhe1•efore, is Olli' chie.r 
protection againtt an uninformed, mislnformed, 
hosty or angry majority. 

�usted servants." according to BUI, "'do for the 
bJ'J'Oups wJ1at lhc group$ «nnol or should not do for 
themselves." And in exercising their "Right of Decision" 
(see Concc11t Jn), trusted servants are �lmost always 
"'a small but truly qualified mli1ori.ty" - whether in the 
form of jrea committees, staffs, boards or even the 
General Scrvk,� Conference Uself. It is i11QJ1J1bent 11pon 
them, therefore, in their own meetings, to phy special 
d,c-Jcrcncc to the mi 110-rity voiCI!. 

TI1i5 CC)nc:ept .\lso warns us or "the ly1"a111ly o( 
Uie majority" and poinr. out that in A.A., a simple 
m�orily ls scl<lom su(ficient b�sls for .1. <lecision. 
that's why we usually l"equire at least a two-thirds 
majority. taekinr thlti, il is preferable ro delay the 
decision; or in the case of an elect.ion following the 
''111ird Legacy Procedure." to "go Lo lh• hat.". (Se• 
Smite Manual, Chapter L) 

The "'Right of Appeal'" also permits any person in 
the service 1:1tri1cture. whclher 1,aid o.- volunteer, to 
petition for redress of a personal grievance. He or 
she can compliin din;ctly to the. Gcnc:r.tl Service 
Board, without prejudice or foac of rc .. ']lrisal. 

0 
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TRADITION 5 

"Each group has but one primary purpose - to carry its message 

to the alcoholic who still suffers." 

No matter how different we may be, we are bound by one common goal. 

We don't have to see eye-to-eye on everything. But there is one focal point we can all 

recognize and honor - our primary purpose. When we carry the message to the alcoholic 

who still suffers, it unites us and can help to heal much of the pain we have endured 

in active alcoholism. 

0 0 
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Concept &
Tradition
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